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원문자료는 《논증의 탄생》을 활용하여 영어글쓰기를 배우고자
하는 독자들을 위해 주요 예문과 지문들의 영어원문을
제공한다. 영어권 대학으로 유학을 갈 준비를 하거나 영어문서
작성법을 배우고자 하는 분들이라면 이 자료를 활용한다면
굳이 원서를 구입하지 않아도 큰 도움을 받을 수 있을 것이다.
《논증의 탄생》은 논리적인 전개에 초점을 맞춘 거시적인
글쓰기에 대해서 설명한다. 반면 미시적인 측면에서 좋은
영어문장을 쓰는 법에 대해서 알고 싶다면 조셉 윌리엄스의
또다른 저작 《스타일레슨》을 참조하기 바란다. 좋은 문장
쓰기는 문법적인 지식만으로 달성할 수 없는 일이다.

스타일레슨

Style

명확하고 아름다운 영어글쓰기

Lessons in Clarity and Elegance
Joseph Williams ● Joseph Bizup
윤영삼 옮김 ● 라성일 감수
문법만 잘 알면 글을 잘 쓸 수 있을까? 영어를 열심히
공부했으니까, 이제 글을 쓰기만 하면 될까? 이것은 조금만
생각해보면 착각에 불과하다는 것을 쉽게 알 수 있다.
우리는 한국어 문법에 대해 그 누구보다 잘 알고 있다. 하지만
글을 잘 쓰는 사람은 몇 명이나 될까? 실제로 글을 잘 쓰는
사람은 소수에 불과하다. 글을 잘 쓰기 위해 우리는 글쓰기
책을 읽고 작문수업을 찾는다. 우리가 영어학습을 통해 배우는
것은 일반적으로 문법에 관한 지식에 불과하다. 문법을 아무리
통달한다다고 해도 글을 쓴다는 것은 다른 차원의 문제다.

Gregory G. Colomb

WHAT IS STYLE?
Grammar

vs

Style

문법과 어법

●

문화와 수사학적 효과

지키지 않으면 틀리는
처방적 규칙

●

기본적인 원칙에 기반하여
의도에 따른 선택

저자 중심 규칙

●

독자의 관점에서 판단

글의 목적과 기능과
무관하게 일괄 적용

●

글의 목적과 기능에 따른
변이 적용

스타일은 국어시간에 배우는 ‘문체’가 아니다. 글을 어떻게 써야
하는지, 내가 전달하고자 하는 의미를 어떻게 가장 효과적으로
전달할 수 있는지, 어떤 상황에서 독자가 이해를 하거나 오해를
하는지, 어떻게 써야 독자들을 끌어당기고 어떻게 쓰면 독자들이
글읽기를 포기하고 지루해하는지 아는 ‘글쓰기에 관한 모든
지식’을 일컫는다.
어떤 것을 가장 정확하게 잘 이해하는 방법은, 그것을 직접
만들어보는 것이다. 《스타일레슨》은 글을 쓰는 과정에서 저자가
마주하는 다양한 선택 속에서 어떤 제약이 발생하고, 거기서
무엇을 고려해야 하는지 또 그로 인해 결과물이 어떤 모양을 갖게
되는지 텍스트의 생산과정을 전반적으로 이해할 수 있는 경험을
제공한다. 이것은 곧 글을 깊이있게 읽고 이해할 수 있는 차원높은
지식이기도 하다. 저자가 무엇을 강조하고자 하는지, 진술의
의도가 무엇인지, 글 속에 어떤 미묘한 감정이 어른거리는지
이해할 수 있다. 결국 《스타일레슨》은 쓰기만을 위한 교본일 뿐만
아니라 ‘정교하게 읽기’를 위한 교본이라고 할 수 있다.

글을 잘 쓰는 사람은, 글을 잘 쓰지 못하는 사람은 알지 못하는
어떤 지식을 가지고 있을까? 글을 쓸 줄 모르는 사람이 알지
못하는 지식이 있다면, 그것은 과연 무엇일까?
문법보다 상위에 존재하는 그 미묘한 지식을 우리는
‘스타일’이라고 부른다.

“ 더 나은 글을 쓰고 싶어하는 사람이라면 이 책을 사서 레슨을
하나하나 따라해보길 권한다. 나는 지금껏 이 책보다 더 나은
글쓰기레슨을 어디에서도 받아본 적이 없다.”
—마이론 숄즈 Myron Scholes
시카고대학 경제학과 교수, 1997년 노벨경제학상 수상자
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2. Argument as Civil Conversation
75

Ann: So what’s new at your school?
Sue: I’ve been tied up with a student government committee
working on something we’re calling a “Student Bill of
Rights.”
Ann: What’s that?
Sue: Well, it’s a plan to improve life on campus and in class.
Ann: What’s the problem?
Sue: We think our school is taking us for granted, not giving
us the services we need to get a good education.
Raj: What’s your solution?
Sue: We think the university should stop treating us only as
students and start treating us like customers.
Ann: Why customers? What’s behind that?
Sue: Well, we pay a lot of money for our education, but we
don’t get near the attention customers do.
Ann: How’s that?
Sue: For one thing, we can hardly see teachers outside of
class. Last week I counted office hours posted on office
doors on the first floor of the Arts and Sciences building.
[She reads from a piece of paper.] They average less
than an hour a week, most of them in the late afternoon
when a lot of us work. I have the numbers right here.
Ann: Can I see?
Sue: Sure. [She hands the paper over.]
Ann: [reading] Well, you’re right about that one floor in that
one building. What do you think a bigger sample would
show?
Sue: I don’t know.
Raj: I agree about office hours. We have the same problem at
my college. But I want to go back to something you said
before. I don’t see how paying tuition makes us
customers. What’s the connection?
Sue: Well, when you pay for a service, you buy it, right? And
when you buy something you’re a customer. We pay
tuition for our education, so that means we’re customers
and should be treated like one.
Ann: But an education isn’t a service. At least it’s not like
hiring a plumber. Doctors get paid for services, but
patients aren’t customers.
Raj: Does your idea mean that we just buy a degree? And
what about the saying, The customer is always right? My
test answers aren’t always right.
Sue: I’m not saying that we’re exactly like customers in all
respects. We just want to be treated reasonably, like
better bus service from off-campus dorms and the
library to be open if we need to study late. And most of
all, we want teachers to be more available. A lot of us
work when we’re not in class. Why should we have to
take off work to see them?
Raj: You’re right about teachers. I’ve had trouble seeing my
psych prof.
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Ann: How about students as clients? When you go to a
lawyer, he doesn’t tell you what makes you happy just
because you pay him. And good lawyers worry how
you feel, so maybe it should be the same with a college.
Maybe it should treat students like clients.
Sue: “Students as clients.” Doesn’t sound as catchy as
students as customers, but it’s worth talking about.
Thanks for the idea. I’ll bring it up.
87
box

Sumalee Limpaovart thought she was simply a mother
protecting her child. But she found herself a warrior in
the front lines of a struggle for democratic openness that
is being fought today in Thailand and across East Asia.
When her six-year-old daughter was rejected by an
exclusive government school earlier this year, Mrs.
Sumalee did something that would have been
unthinkable here only a few years ago: She challenged
the decision, using a new freedom of information law to
demand the test scores of the other children. In the end,
Mrs. Sumalee found what she had suspected: One-third
of the students admitted had failed the entrance exam
but had been accepted because of their families’ status
or gifts to the school.
It was just one of the many small, sharp battles that
have multiplied in recent years as a bolder, bettereducated middle class begins to rise up against the
paternalistic order of the past. As they do so, a society
built on harmony and civility is becoming increasingly
argumentative, confrontational, and noisy.

87
box

“Scientific” totalitarianism, which appears to be the
rational, ordered form [of society], contains greater
elements of irrationality than does the civic culture . . .
[because civic culture] contains the element of debate
and argument. . . . The totalitarian state contains within
itself all of the elements of a more extreme irrationality:
the elimination of real debate and criticism.

1a
88

Because major college sports have degenerated into a
money-making sideshow that erodes the real mission of
higher education,
they must be reformed.

1b

Major college sports must be reformed,
because they
have degenerated into a money-making sideshow that
erodes the real mission of higher education.

2a
90

Children who watch violent entertainment tend to
become violent adults, because they lose their ability
to distinguish between reality and fiction.

2b

Violence on television and in video games should be
moderated
because children who watch violent
entertainment tend to become violent adults.
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2c

Violence on television and in video games should be
reduced
because children who watch lots of violent
entertainment tend to become violent adults.
They become so used to
constant images of casual violence that they assume it’s
just part of daily life.

3a
92

We have tried to make our undergraduate education
second to none
by asking our best researchers to
teach first-year students.
For example, Professor
Kinahan, a recent Nobel Prize winner in physics, has
taught physics 101 for more than fifteen years.

3b

We have tried to make our undergraduate education
second to none
by asking our best researchers to
teach first-year students.
For example, Professor
Kinahan, a recent Nobel Prize winner in physics, is now
teaching physics 101.
To be sure, not every
researcher teaches well,
but recent teaching
evaluations show that teachers such as Kinahan are
highly respected by our students.
Of the last
twenty recipients of the college teaching award,
sixteen have been full professors with distinguished
records of research.

3c

100

Recently, student government has been studying
complaints about life at Midwest U. Some are minor,
such as the bursar’s office closing at 2 P.M. But others
are major, such as teachers not keeping enough office
hours. These problems suggests that the university cares
little about our needs, apparently thinking of us only as
transients, paying to be here but deserving little
consideration. If the administration ignores this issue,
we risk gaining the reputation of a “student unfriendly”
place that will gradually erode our reputation and
ultimately threaten the quality of our education.
We believe the university should think of us not just as
students, but also as customers vital to its
success.

101

When someone pays for a service, she deserves to be
treated as a business treats its customers.
Students
pay for the services of teachers.
According to the
Academic Senate, student tuition represents more than
60% of the funds used for faculty salaries.
But
we don’t get the consideration that customers do.
For one thing, many faculty don’t keep enough office
hours.
In a survey of the first floor of
Arts Sciences Hall, office hours averaged less than an
hour a week.
No business would survive if it
treated customers like that.
Of
course, this is only a small sample of many university
services,
but it indicates the
wider problem.
Admittedly, we can’t push the analogy too far—the
university can’t educate us if it treats us like customers
in all respects, especially in class.
Still,
if thinking of us as customers leads the university to
make our experience more productive, then we think
the principle of “student as customer” is worth
considering.

When an institution has its most eminent faculty teach
undergraduate classes, it can justly claim that it puts
its educational mission first.
We have tried to
make our undergraduate education second to none
by asking our best researchers to teach first-year
students.
For example, Professor Kinahan, a recent
Nobel Prize winner in physics, is now teaching physics
101.
To be sure, not every researcher teaches
well,
but recent teaching evaluations show
that teachers such as Kinahan are highly respected by
our students.
Of the last twenty recipients of the
college teaching award, sixteen have been full
professors with distinguished records of research.

3. Motivating Your Argument
5a
126

When students drink, many “binge,” consuming large
amounts of alcohol at one sitting until they pass
out.
We cannot end bingeing, but we must
control it.

5b

When students drink, many “binge,” consuming large
amounts of alcohol at one sitting until they pass
out.
Bingeing is, tragically, far from
harmless. In the last six months, it has been cited in
three deaths from alcohol poisoning, two from falls,
and one in a car crash. It crosses the line from fun to
reckless behavior that, if uncontrolled, kills and injures
not just drinkers but those around them.
We cannot
end bingeing, but we can control its worst costs by
educating first-year students how to manage its
risks.
Crescendo Publishing House Inc.
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5c

When students drink, many “binge,” consuming large
amounts of alcohol at one sitting until they pass
out.
This behavior not only tarnishes our
image, but exposes us to liability if a student injures
himself or others. Until this problem is solved, we risk
criticism from the state legislature, with possible cuts in
our budget, and increased insurance costs, either of
which will delay faculty salary increases. We cannot
end bingeing, but we can control its damage by
educating the public and the legislature that the
problem is caused by lax parenting.
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6a

When students drink, many “binge,” consuming large
amounts of alcohol at one sitting until they pass
out.
Bingeing is, tragically, far from
harmless. In the last six months, it has been cited in
three deaths from alcohol poisoning, two from falls,
and one in a car crash. We can reduce bingeing
through better education.

6a
129

When students drink, many “binge,” consuming large
amounts of alcohol at one sitting until they pass
out.
Bingeing is, tragically, far from
harmless. In the last six months, it has been cited in
three deaths from alcohol poisoning, two from falls,
and one in a car crash. We can reduce bingeing
through better education.

6b

When students drink, many “binge,” consuming large
amounts of alcohol at one sitting until they pass
out.
Had certain universities reduced
bingeing, they might have saved the lives of the six
students who died in the last six months as a result of
bingeing.
We can reduce bingeing through better
education.

6b

When students drink, many “binge,” consuming large
amounts of alcohol at one sitting until they pass
out.
Had certain universities reduced
bingeing, they might have saved the lives of the six
students who died in the last six months as a result of
bingeing.
We can reduce bingeing through better
education.

6c

When students drink, many “binge,” consuming large
amounts of alcohol at one sitting until they pass
out.
Bingeing is, tragically, far from
harmless. In the last six months, it has been cited in
three deaths from alcohol poisoning, two from falls,
and one in a car crash.
We can reduce bingeing
through better education,
and thereby not only
save those who binge from injury or death, but
mitigate the damage they do to those around them.

6c

When students drink, many “binge,” consuming large
amounts of alcohol at one sitting until they pass
out.
Bingeing is, tragically, far from
harmless. In the last six months, it has been cited in
three deaths from alcohol poisoning, two from falls,
and one in a car crash.
We can reduce bingeing
through better education,
and thereby not only
save those who binge from injury or death, but
mitigate the damage they do to those around them.

5a
126

When students drink, many “binge,” consuming large
amounts of alcohol at one sitting until they pass
out.
We cannot end bingeing, but we must
control it.

130

Many educators proclaim that online classes will usher
in a new era of education. [relevant quotations] But the
facts have contradicted these promises of a golden
age. Few students are motivated to learn...

5b

When students drink, many “binge,” consuming large
amounts of alcohol at one sitting until they pass
out.
Bingeing is, tragically, far from
harmless. In the last six months, it has been cited in
three deaths from alcohol poisoning, two from falls,
and one in a car crash. It crosses the line from fun to
reckless behavior that, if uncontrolled, kills and injures
not just drinkers but those around them.
We cannot
end bingeing, but we can control its worst costs by
educating first-year students how to manage its
risks.

131

Critics of American education rightly argue that our
high school students trail those in other countries in
math and science. But a study of the populations of
students tested suggests sampling errors that put
those criticisms in doubt.

131

Problem solving is a well-investigated aspect of
cognitive behavior. [review of research.] Despite this
extensive research in problem solving, cognitive
science knows little about the issue of problem
finding...

When students drink, many “binge,” consuming large
amounts of alcohol at one sitting until they pass
out.
This behavior not only tarnishes our
image, but exposes us to liability if a student injures
himself or others. Until this problem is solved, we risk
criticism from the state legislature, with possible cuts in
our budget, and increased insurance costs, either of
which will delay faculty salary increases. We cannot
end bingeing, but we can control its damage by
educating the public and the legislature that the
problem is caused by lax parenting.

131

One of the oldest questions in the criticism of Flannery
O’Connor’s is how her religious beliefs shaped her
fiction. One of the newest has been O’Connor’s
response to racism. Both issues have been studied
thoroughly. [summary of criticism] But no one has yet
asked how religion has shaped O’Connor’s view of
racism...

132

When some critics charge that Flannery O’Connor does
not appreciate the evil of racism, they ignore her
religious beliefs.
Her stories show that her
treatment of racism as a spiritual crisis is sympathetic
to equality and suggests an understanding of racism
that sets her apart from liberals of her time.

5c
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132

134
box

When some critics charge that Flannery O’Connor does
not appreciate the evil of racism, they ignore her
religious beliefs.
If we fail to recognize
that O’Connor saw racism as a symptom of a larger
spiritual and religious crisis, we risk overlooking her
insights into sources of racism that are deeper and
more harmful than mere social or cultural
causes.
Her stories show that her treatment of
racism is more sympathetic to equality than is apparent
and suggests an understanding of racism that sets her
apart from liberals of her time.
Once we
recognize the spiritual basis of her thinking, we see
that O’Connor’s exploration of Southern culture is far
more penetrating than her critics ever
understood.
If we can’t answer the question of how children
respond to the fragmented structure of network TV
programs,
then we risk stunting their
intellectual growth by letting them watch it.

134
box

If we can’t answer the question of how children
respond to the fragmented structure of network TV
programs,
then we can’t answer a more
important one: Does network TV affect children’s
ability to concentrate?
If we can’t
answer that question, then we can’t answer a more
important one: Do we stunt children’s intellectual
growth by letting them watch network TV?

136

...Bingeing crosses the line from fun to reckless
behavior that, if uncontrolled, will kill and injure still
more students. We will never end bingeing entirely,
but colleges must start educating students how to
manage its risks, just as we now educate them about
sexual harassment and other social problems.

137

137

138

bingeing has been cited in three deaths from alcohol
poisoning, two from falls, and one in a car crash.
Bingeing injures not only drinkers but those around
them. We may never eliminate bingeing, but finding
a way to lessen its risks must be part of our educational
mission.
138

Although excessive drinking has always been part of
college life, we do not know why particular students
engage in dangerous bingeing, whether they binge
because of a psychological condition, or because of
response to peer pressure.
Lacking that
knowledge, we do not know what kind of programs
would...

139

Lacking that knowledge, we do not know what kind of
programs would...
We believe, however, that at
least some bingeing is associated with a personality
type that is attracted to risk taking...

139
box

Does the Internet help college students learn?
Enthusiasts proclaim it has made a world of
information available to any freshman with a computer.
Skeptics warn that cyberspace is so full of junk that
research in it will never amount to anything more than
garbage collecting... I concede that the skeptics have a
case.
But the problem with doing research on
the Internet isn’t about garbage. It’s that, by doing all
their homework on the Internet, destabilizing condition
students may develop a misunderstanding of research
itself and even of the subjects they are studying. [end
of introduction]
Historical research takes place in libraries and archives,
but it isn’t a straightforward process of retrieving
information.
You may open a box of manuscripts...
but... every document... must be read between the lines
and related to all the surrounding documents...

We will never end bingeing entirely, but is it possible
to educate students in how to manage its risks, just as
we now educate them about sexual harassment and
other social problems?

Moreover, most documents never make it into...

...Bingeing crosses the line from good times to reckless
behavior that, if uncontrolled, will kill and injure still
more students. We will never end bingeing
entirely, but it is a problem we cannot ignore. The
solution isn’t obvious, but finding one must be part
of our educational mission.

[Finally d]igitizers often dump texts onto the Internet
without considering their quality as sources, and
students often fail to read those texts critically...
[end of body of argument]

Increasingly, except for driving under the influence,
college students are unaware of the risks of excessive
alcohol consumption. First-year students in particular
gravely underestimate the risks they face. Fewer than
40 percent even know about the toxic effects of alcohol,
and most of them think it affects only long-term
drinkers. Yet the university does nothing either during
orientation or later to alert students to those risks and
how to manage them.
As a consequence,
many students “binge,” until they pass out or worse,
injure or even kill themselves. In the last six months,
Crescendo Publishing House Inc.
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[Moreover]... no digitized text can duplicate the
original—its handwriting or typography, its layout,
its...

Such thoughts touch off Luddite fantasies: smash all the
computers and leave the Internet to drown in the ocean
of its own junk. But that way madness lies, and my
students have taught me that, if handled with care, the
Internet can be an effective tool... Instead of turning our
backs on cyberspace, we need to take control of it—to
set standards, develop quality controls, and direct
traffic. Our students will learn to navigate the Internet
successfully if we set up warning signals and teach
them to obey: Proceed with caution. Danger lies
ahead.
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141

As we’ve seen, experienced writers motivate readers to
read by describing the costs of a problem so that
readers want to see it solved.

141

As we’ve seen, experienced writers motivate readers to
read by describing the costs of a problem so that
readers want to see it solved.
before they do
that, writers often use another device to encourage
readers to take their problem seriously.

141

Drinking has been part of American college life for
more than three centuries, and it has been accepted,
even celebrated as part of growing up.

142

Drinking has been part of American college life for
more than three centuries, and it has been accepted,
even celebrated as part of growing up.
But
recently, a new, dangerous kind of drinking known as
“binge” drinking has become increasingly
widespread.

142

The recent rise in college fatalities and injuries cost
caused by binge drinking
has convinced
many administrators that they must address the
problem directly. Some have instituted rules regulating
drinking on college property, one of which is claimed
to work: ban alcohol entirely.

142

...one of which is claimed to work: ban alcohol
entirely.
We support that position, for several
reasons.

143

...one of which is claimed to work: ban alcohol
entirely.
Such a blanket prohibition, however,
will do more harm than good.
It will cause
students to... Therefore, we must seek...

143

“I write the way I do because... I am a Catholic
peculiarly possessed of the modern consciousness.”
Although Flannery O’Connor’s stories give us deep
insights into Southern culture, some have criticized her
attitude toward race, calling it the product of “an
imperfectly developed sensibility” and claiming that
“large SOCIAL ISSUES as such were never the subject
of her writing.”
But that criticism ignores her
religious beliefs.
If we fail to see that
O’Connor treated racism as a symptom of a larger
spiritual crisis, we risk overlooking her insight that the
sources of racism run deeper than mere SOCIAL OR
CULTURAL CAUSES.
Her stories show that her
treatment of racism as a spiritual crisis is more
sympathetic to equality than is apparent and suggests
an understanding of racism that sets her apart from
liberals of her time.
Once we recognize the
spiritual basis of her thinking, we see that O’Connor’s
exploration of SOUTHERN SOCIETY AND CULTURE
is even more penetrating than her critics
assumed.
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7a
144

The majority of Americans now support plans to
administer regular achievement testing, end social
promotions, and hold teachers and schools responsible
for the performance of their students.
But more testing will be ineffective if school
boards don’t provide enough money to make it
work.

7b

The American public school system has been the
foundation of this country’s political and economic
successes. But for decades, American students have
scored lower than those in almost all the world’s
economic and political powers, largely because we have
stopped holding all students to the standards of our
best.
The American people now
seem to agree that we can stop this decline by
administering regular achievement testing, ending
social promotions, and holding teachers and schools
responsible for the performance of their students.
However, the real solutions won’t be
found in testing because the real problems are rooted
not in our children’s classrooms but in their living
rooms and bedrooms, not in their teachers’ lack of
ability or commitment, but in their parents’ lack of
involvement.

146

A recent study reports that at most colleges three out of
four students “binged” at least once in the previous
thirty days, drinking more than five drinks at a sitting.
Almost half binge once a week, and those who binge
most are not just members of fraternities, but their
officers.

146

“If you’re old enough to die for your country, you’re
old enough to drink to it.” How often have you heard
that justification for allowing 18-year-olds to
drink?

146

When Jim Shay, president of Omega Alpha, accepted a
dare from his fraternity brothers to down a pint of
whiskey in one long swallow, he didn’t plan to become
this year’s eighth college fatality from alcohol
poisoning.

146

“If you’re old enough to die for your country, you’re
old enough to drink to it.”
Tragically, Jim Shay,
president of Omega Alpha, won’t have a chance to do
either. When he accepted a dare from his fraternity
brothers to down a pint of whiskey in one long
swallow, he didn’t expect to become this year’s eighth
college fatality from alcohol poisoning. But he did.
According to a recent study, at most colleges, three out
of four students have, like Shay, drunk five drinks at a
sitting in the last thirty days. And those who drink the
most are not just members of fraternities, but, like Shay,
officers. striking fact Drinking, of course, has been a
part of American college life since the first college
opened...
But in recent years...
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149

151

152

But this past semester was different. I noticed a
disturbing decline in both the quality of the writing and
the originality of the thoughts expressed. What had
happened since last fall? Did I ask worse questions?
Were my students unusually lazy? No. My class had
fallen victim to the latest easy way of writing a paper:
doing their research on the World Wide Web.

So those who claim that O’Connor was indifferent to
racism fail to see how she saw past the surface of social
conflict to a deeper crisis of faith—our failure to
recognize the healing knowledge that comes from
suffering.
Indeed, these insights put her
among a select few Southern writers who saw the
failure of the modern world to deal with human
differences not just as an economic or social problem
but as a spiritual one. For example,...
Seen in this light, a rereading of her private
correspondence might reveal...
As she
said in one letter (May 4, 1955), “What I had in mind to
suggest [in that story] was the redemptive quality of
the Negro’s suffering for us all... I meant [a character in
the story] in an almost physical way to suggest the
mystery of existence.”

[Author specifies the costs of that destabilizing condition,
how they were worse.]
It’s easy to spot a research paper that is based primarily
on information collected from the Web. First, the
bibliography cites no books, just articles or pointers to
places in that virtual land somewhere off any map:
http://www.
Then a strange preponderance of
material in the bibliography is curiously out of
date...
Another clue is the beautiful pictures and
graphs that are inserted neatly into the body of the
student’s text. They look impressive... but actually they
often bear little relation to the precise subject of the
paper.

Colleges are aware of the risks of binge drinking and its
costs,
but there has recently appeared a new
threat, one that seems more benign, but could be
worse.
It is a drug called Ecstasy. Users
report that it induces a sense of serenity and connection
to others, but its long-term damage is only now
beginning to emerge.
First,...

[Author gestures toward a solution at the end, but nothing in
his argument supports it, so it is just a way to bring his
argument to a close.]
I’d like [my students] to... ponder what it means to live
in a world where some things get easier and easier so
rapidly that we can hardly keep track of how easy
they’re getting, while other tasks remain as hard as
ever—such as doing research and writing a good paper
that teaches the writer something in the process.
Knowledge does not emerge in a vacuum, but we do
need silence and space for sustained thought. Next
semester, I’m going to urge my students to turn off
their glowing boxes and think, if only once in a while.

Sometimes I look forward to the end-of-semester rush,
when students’ final papers come streaming into my
office and mailbox. I could have hundreds of pages of
original thought to read and evaluate. Once in a while,
it is truly exciting, and brilliant words are typed across
a page in response to a question I’ve asked the class to
discuss.

4. The Core of Your Argument: Finding and Stating a Claim
1a
166

Not only do students whose first language is not
English do better in class when they receive tutorial
help, but in the long run they require less faculty time.

2b

The university should develop a new teaching
evaluation form that tells faculty whether their students
think they are learning useful skills.

1b

State U. should increase the budget for tutorial help for
students whose first language is not English.

168
box

1c

Since students whose first language is not English
require less faculty time when they also receive tutorial
help, State U. could save money by increasing the
budget for tutors.

In an effort to change American eating habits to
conform to their puritanical vision, groups such as the
Center for Science in the Public Interest, the Vegetarian
Society, and People for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals are perverting the way Americans look at
food.

2a

The university should stop using its teaching evaluation
form because it does not reveal students’ feelings about
learning.

Crescendo Publishing House Inc.

xcendo.net

Engliah Source for The Craft of Argument | 7

논증의 탄생
176
box

Although more English language tutors would provide
some immediate help,
only a Center for English Language Instruction
will solve the problem entirely.
More tutors would help students with assignments and
reduce faculty time spent on minor issues of grammar.
But without an infrastructure to support them,
international students will not improve their English
enough to do well without help from tutors.

8a

TV makes crime seem a bigger problem than it is.

8b
177

Though violent crime has declined around the country,
many believe it has increased in their own
neighborhoods because night after night their local TV
news shows open with graphic reports of murder and
mayhem, making it seem that violence happens every
day just outside their front door.

9a

The effects of the Civil War are still felt today.

9b
178

The Civil War lives on in the sunbelt axis of the
federalist question.

9c

The ideological and social divisions of the Civil War
still exert a historical influence today on the political
discourse of North and South (and the West), reflected
in their antithetical political theories about the relative
scope of state and federal powers and the proper
authority of government over free individuals.

9d

The ideological divisions of the Civil War still shape
the political discourse of North and South today,
reflected in their antithetical theories about state and
federal powers and the authority of government over
individuals.

10a

State U. should do something about rising tuition.

10c

State U. should slow tuition increases to the rate of
inflation.

1.

because/ if/ by/ in order to로 시작하는 종속절로 만들어 이유를
덧붙인다.

10d

State U. could slow tuition increases to the rate of
inflation
if it reduced its administrative costs to the
level of comparable universities,
and its faculty
taught as much as faculty do at other state
schools.

2. 주장을 한정하는 양보절은 although, while, even though, despite,
regardless of, or notwithstanding 같은 말로 시작한다.
10f

Although some argue that we must raise tuition to
meet the rising costs of maintaining State U.’s
physical plant and updating research
facilities,
State U. could slow
tuition increases to the rate of inflation because its
administrative costs are significantly higher than
comparable universities and its faculty teaches less
than professors at other state schools.

10g

Although State U.’s administrative costs have not
risen faster than inflation and it has hired no new
faculty in three years,
State U.
could slow tuition increases to the rate of inflation
because its administrative costs are still significantly
higher than comparable universities and its faculty
teaches less than professors at other state schools.

10h

Although college costs will always rise to reflect
inflation,
State U. could slow
tuition increases to the rate of inflation because its
administrative costs are significantly higher than
comparable universities and its faculty teaches less
than professors at other state schools.

3. 양보절과 주절을 분리하여 별도의 문장으로 만들 때는 although에
해당하는 종속접속사를 지우고 대신 주장을 진술하는 문장을 but,
however, even so, nevertheless 같은 접속사로 시작한다.
10i

The costs of maintaining State U.’s physical plant are
rising, and scientific advances require it to update
research facilities continually. However, State U. could
slow tuition to the rate of inflation because its
administrative costs are significantly higher than
comparable universities and its faculty teaches less
than professors at other state schools.

11a

State U. would stop tuition increases if it eliminated
administrative waste and required faculty to teach
more classes.

11b

State U. might be able to slow its rates of tuition
increases, if it could reduce administrative costs and
get more of its faculty to teach more classes.

12a

Research proves that people with a gun at home will
use it to kill themselves or a family member rather than
to protect themselves from intruders.

12b

Some recent research seems to suggest there may be a
possible risk that some people with a gun at home
could be more prone to use it to kill themselves or a
family member rather than to protect themselves from
potential intruders.

12c

Recent research suggests that people with a gun at
home more often use it to kill themselves or a family
member than to protect themselves from intruders.

이유에 해당하는 진술을 주장으로 삼고자 할 경우, 주절로 바꿔야 한다.
10e
box

State U. must slow tuition increases to the rate of
inflation. Its administrative costs are significantly
higher than comparable universities,
and its
faculty teaches less than other state schools.
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184
box

...in terms of modest diffidence, never using when I
advance anything that may possibly be disputed, the
words certainly, undoubtedly, or any others that gave
the air of positiveness to an opinion; but rather say, I
conceive, or I apprehend a Thing to be so or so It
appears as to me, or I should think it so or so for such
and such Reasons, or I imagine it to be so, or it is so if I
am not mistaken. This habit I believe has been of great
advantage to me... To this habit (after my character of
integrity) I think it principally owing that I had early so
much weight with my fellow citizens when I proposed
new institutions or alterations in the old, and so much
influence in public councils when I became a member.

185
box

Notice the qualifiers on belief: “pretty much,” “more or
less,” “don’t particularly disbelieve.” Scientists are
great suspenders of belief. They know that their
measurements often have large margins of error, their
experimental devices are often relatively inadequate,
and their own understanding incomplete. They know
that the world is complex, interconnected, subtle and
extremely easy to get wrong. Geologists once believed
that the Sudbury mineral complex in Ontario, the
source of most of the world’s nickel, precipitated out of
a melt formed when the liquid in the earth’s middle
rose up through the crust. But after finding shattered
rock, microscopic mineral grains subjected to intense
pressure, and other signs of a great impact, they now
believe the nickel formed when a 6-mile-wide
meteorite hit the Earth so hard that the crust melted...
Geologists will mostly believe that until more evidence
comes along.

5. The Core of Your Argument: Reasons and Evidence
1a

TV’s obsession with sexuality damages the social and
emotional development of our preteens.

1b

Though the TV networks have improved children’s
daytime programming,
their prime-time
obsession with sexuality may be damaging the social
and emotional development of many preteens
because they model their behavior on what they see
others do.

2a

Although television has improved after-school
programming, its prime-time shows may be
undermining the social and emotional development of
many preteens
by exposing them to sexually
explicit behavior that encourages them to engage in
sex play before they understand its consequences.
In his report on the relationship between TV watching
and sexual experimentation, Kahn (1996) studied
children ages 10–13 who regularly (three times in
four weeks) watch sexually oriented television shows
(more than five references to or images of sexual
conduct). He found they are 40% more likely to
engage in sexual play than those who do not watch
such programs at all.

203

205

Congress should pass a law requiring colleges and
universities to measure the skills that their students
learn during their undergraduate careers.
We must sure that our college graduates are
learning what they will need to meet the challenge
of global competition.
We know that India and China are graduating
students who one day could surpass our leadership
in science, technology, and business,
because they are graduating many more students
than we are, most of whom demonstrate high levels
of skills in math, science, and communication.
The Journal of International Education, for example,
reports that following numbers: Every year, we
graduate … while China and India graduate…
Only Congress can ensure that our colleges and
universities are graduating students who can meet
the challenges of an increasingly globalized
world.

There are three reasons why we should curb binge
drinking.
First, it gives the campus a bad image.
For
example,...
It also creates legal liability.
Four cases have
been...
Finally, it causes injury and even death.
Last
month,...
Therefore, we can see that bingeing has
become,...
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3a

Most predictions about average gasoline consumption
have proved wrong.

4a

TABLE 5.1 MILEAGE AND GASOLINE CONSUMPTION
1980 1990 2000 2010
Annual miles (1,000mile)
Annual consumption (gal.)

3b

9.5
760

10.3
760

10.5
520

Now might I do it [kill him] pat, now he is praying:
And now I’ll do’t; and so he goes to heaven;
And so am I reveng’d.... [Hamlet pauses to think]
[But this] villain kills my father; and for that,
I, his sole son, do this same villain send to heaven[?]
Why, this is hire and salary, not revenge.

11.7
533

Gasoline consumption has not grown as many have
predicted.
Even though Americans drove 23
percent more miles in 2000 than in 1970, they used 30
percent less fuel.

4b

TABLE 5.2 PER CAPITA MILEAGE AND GASOLINE
CONSUMPTION, 1970–2000
Annual miles (1,000mile)
(% change vs. 1970)
Annual consumption (gal.)
(% change vs. 1970)

1980

1990

2000

2010

9.5

10.3

10.5

11.7

8.4%

10.5%

23.1%

760

760

520

533

(31.6%)

(29.7%)

As Hamlet stands behind his stepfather Claudius
while he is at prayer, he demonstrates a cool and
logical mind.

…he demonstrates a cool and logical mind.
At first
he impulsively wants to kill Claudius on the spot,
but he pauses to reflect. If he kills Claudius while
praying, he sends his soul to heaven. But Hamlet
wants him damned to hell forever. So he coolly
decides to kill him later:
Now might I do it [kill him] pat, now he is praying:
And now I’ll do’t; and so he goes to heaven;
And so am I reveng’d.... [Hamlet pauses to think]
[But this] villain kills my father; and for that,
I, his sole son, do this same villain send to heaven[?]
Why, this is hire and salary, not revenge.

6. The Core of Your Argument: Reporting Evidence
1a

Fifty-three percent of Americans over the age of 65 have
an annual income above $30,000, but 15 percent have
incomes of less than $7,000 a year.

1b

Around 9 A.M., the cabin attendant on UA flight 1643
to San Francisco asked Oliver and Sarah Peters whether
they wanted the western omelet or the fruit plate for
breakfast. Recently retired, they were on their way to
visit their children and grandchildren in San Diego,
happy to be escaping the below-zero windchill in
Chicago. At about the same time, 85-year-old Amanda
Wilson was sitting at her kitchen table on Chicago’s
south side, staring at two five dollar bills, a quarter, and
a dime, trying to figure out one more time how to get
through the next two weeks on 85¢ a day. She lives on
$565 a month Social Security, most of which goes for
heat, light, and rent on her one-room apartment. She
had a daughter once, but...
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2a

Teachers should be required to respond to their
teaching evaluations
because those who read them
are more likely to improve their teaching than those
who don’t.
According to J. Wills, for example,
teachers who study their evaluations “profit from their
openness to criticism” (The Art of Teaching, 330).

2b

Teachers should be required to respond to their
teaching evaluations
because those who read them
are more likely to improve their teaching than those
who don’t.
According to J. Wills, for example,
teachers who study their evaluations “profit from their
openness to criticism” (The Art of Teaching, 330).
He studied 200 teachers who spent at least an hour
reviewing their evaluations. The next term, they
achieved 15 percent higher evaluations than those who
circulated teaching evaluations but did not read them
(The Art of Teaching, 333–335).
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7. Your Reader’s Role in Your Argument:
Acknowledgments and Responses
243
box

254

Words that express certainty and totality:
constantly, every time, all, without exception, absolutely,
entirely, completely, totally, unequivocally, undeniably,
without question, certainly, solely, only, neither-nor,
must, have to.

Some students may ask “If faculty aren’t interested
enough to improve their teaching on their own, why
would they respond to our criticisms?”
We think that view is cynical and that most teachers do
care about our education.
But even if
they have a point,
the new information
we propose to gather will include more than just
student gripes. Once the information is part of the
record, teachers will not ignore it.

Words that express uncertainty and qualification:
now and then, in general, sometimes, often, ordinarily, a
bit, in particular, somewhat, to a degree, perhaps,
conceivable, questionable, among other things, on the
other hand, may, can.
252
box

Another objection I anticipate [to my argument that
majors should be abolished] is from people who would
agree that the basic liberal arts learning students get
today is inadequate, and who would buy into the idea
of an expanded general education program
… [but whowould still argue for] a minimally
sized major. Students could have the best of both
worlds: the advantages of specialism along with the
advantages of generalism.
Certainly a curriculum like this would be preferable to
what we have now; more, it would be a great
improvement.
But there is still a
difficulty. It is still assumed that having a specialization,
regardless of its size, is truly an advantage for students.
And that is precisely what I am throwing into
question.
I have suggested that
there is no more rigor in forcing the mind toward the
greater depth of a major than there is in forcing it
toward the lesser but significant depths of several
different fields.
And I
have suggested that the way in which a major fine-tunes
the mind may end up as a limitation more than an
asset—inclining a student to see things from the
narrows of one perspective alone.
Add to
this the fact that many students’ interests aren’t strongly
enough defined to make a commitment to a major, and
the fact that many others don’t need one for the
vocational preparation they desire since they will be
getting that in graduate school.
These are
all telling reasons for questioning the practice of
requiring students to have a major, and together they
form a powerful and sensible rationale.

...Faculty can continue to improve if they get as much
information as we can give them about our responses to
their teaching.

This happens in many professions. When doctors,
airlines, or car manufacturers learn about problems with
their products or services, they try to improve.
For
example, when data about the quality of the university
hospital were made public, hospital officials tried to do
better because they were concerned about loss of
business. Now the hospital advertises its standings in
surveys on TV.
When the shortcomings of a
profession become public, they take action to
improve.
255

Of course, tenured professors differ from doctors and
airlines because they don’t need the approval of
customers to stay in business.
But most
professors are responsible professionals who
understand that colleges have to attract students.
Even state universities depend on tuition, especially
higher out-of-state tuition. reason Last year, out-of-state
students saved us from a deficit that threatened faculty
raises.
Students have many choices and can
shop around.
When they research schools, they
consider the quality of teaching in deciding where to
go.

All of this isn’t to say that no student should have a
major.
But it is to say that we should
not require it of all students.
Those in
fields like engineering and architecture, those who have
an obvious and strong inclinations in other fields,
should take majors... [But] for other students, there is no
good reason for forcing them to specialize.
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8. The Logic of Your Argument:
Warranting Claims and Reasons
263

264

We believe that people who drink diet sodas sweetened
with cyclamate increase their risk of cancer
because
laboratory rats fed large doses of cyclamate show an
increased rate of cancer.
That relationship is based
on these data...

When winter roads are slippery,
four-wheel drive.

266

Winter roads

267

You need a four-wheel drive
roads.

If X,

you need

You will live alone
in the woodsreason
Specific Circumstance

so we infer

When the cat’s away

the mice will play.

277

The editor of the school newspaper believes that the
university has ignored racial tensions on campus,
so
he has the right to express that concern in an
editorial.

277

When an editor of a newspaper has an opinion, he or
she has the right to print it.

278

We have tried to make our commitment to
undergraduate education second to none
by asking
our best researchers to teach first-year students.
For
example, Professor Kinahan, a recent Nobel Prize
winner in physics, is now teaching physics 101.
To
be sure, not every researcher teaches well,
but
recent teaching evaluations show that teachers such as
Kinahan are highly respected by our students.
Of
the last twenty recipients of the college teaching award,
sixteen have been full professors with distinguished
records of research.

279

When an educational institution commits its best faculty
to an activity, it shows that it gives that activity its
highest priority.

Coach can’t
therefore
the team will
supervise practicereason
probably goof off.claim
Specific Circumstance

lets us infer

Specific Conclusion

CORE OF ARGUMENT

268

269

Though Franklin Roosevelt would not appear in public
in his wheelchair or be photographed in it, his federal
monument should depict him in his chair.
He
overcame a great disability to become a great
leader,
and a great leader should be
remembered as much for the challenges he overcame as
for his achievements.
The Federal monument dedicated to Franklin Roosevelt
should depict him in his wheelchair.
The first reason
is that he overcame a great disability to become a great
leader.
The second reason is that any great
leader should be remembered as much for the
challenges he overcame as for his achievements.
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Specific Conclusion

When an English word names a kind of meat that has
been prepared for eating,
that word was probably
borrowed from the French after 1066.
When a
word names the animal the meat comes from,
that
word is probably a native English word.

those under that
authority will slack off.

WARRANT
General Circumstance predictably allows General Conclusion

lets us infer

276

Y.

The authority is
absent

you should buy
a gun.claim

The words pork and beef refer to meat that we eat at
table,
so we can assume that they were borrowed
from French into the English language after 1066.
The
words swine and cow refer to the animals that pork and
beef come from,
so we can assume they are probably
native English words.

Y.

267

therefore

276

Y.

When the cat’s away, the mice will play.

that person needs
protection.

CORE OF ARGUMENT

on winter

267

WARRANT
General Circumstance predictably allows General Conclusion

When someone lives
in an isolated place

require a four-wheel drive.

Whenever X,
When X,

268

274

Based on many studies, we know this: When large
doses of a substance cause cancer in laboratory rats, we
can conclude that small doses of that substance will
cause some cancer in humans.

266

267

273

Engliah Source for The Craft of Argument | 12

논증의 탄생
279

280

281

283

We have tried to make our commitment to
undergraduate education second to none
by asking
our best researchers to teach first-year students.
For
example, Professor Kinahan, a recent Nobel Prize
winner in physics, is now teaching physics 101.
To
be sure, not every researcher teaches well,
but
recent teaching evaluations show that teachers such as
Kinahan are highly respected by our students.
Of
the last twenty recipients of the college teaching award,
sixteen have been full professors with distinguished
records of research.
Given this record, it’s
clear that we back up our commitment to teaching
with our resources.
We hold these truths to be self-evident… But when a
long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing
invariably the same object evinces a design to reduce
them under absolute despotism,
it
is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such
government, and to provide new guards for their future
security.
Such has been the
patient sufferance of these colonies [i.e., a long train of
abuses in this specific case];
and such is
now the necessity which constrains them to alter their
former systems of government [i.e., the duty to throw
off such government in this specific case.]
As Dean, I am proud of the education we offer our
students. But I am also keenly aware of how much
students and their families sacrifice to afford that
education. And I cannot deny that, in order to keep costs
down, we have increased the size of the student body,
which has led to more large lecture classes and fewer
small classes with more students in them.
But we
all know that the most valuable resource of any school is
its faculty. And while smaller classes are desirable, it is
the quality of teaching that is most responsible for a
quality learning experience. There is no better way for
any institution to ensure the quality of its
undergraduate education than to see that students
learn from its very best minds.
We continue to
make our commitment to undergraduate education
second to none
by asking our best researchers to
teach first-year students.
For example, Professor
Kinahan...
Our school needs more writing tutors
because we are
unsure our education is worth our rising tuition
costs.
Tuition has gone up faster than inflation.
In 1997, inflation was 2.4%, but tuition rose 5.1%; in
1998, inflation was 2.1%, but tuition rose 6.7%.

284

WARRANT
General Circumstance predictably allows General Conclusion

????????????????

????????????????

Not sure getting
therefore
money’s worthreason

need writing
tutors.claim

lets us infer

Specific Circumstance

Specific Conclusion

CORE OF ARGUMENT

285

WARRANT
General Circumstance

General Conclusion

value equal to our cost

services

money’s worth

writing tutors

Specific Circumstance

Specific Conclusion

CORE OF ARGUMENT

286

286

The lyrics of gangsta rap are so vulgar toward
women
that the FCC should ban them from the
radio.
Whenever language is degrading to any group
of people, we should not allow it to circulate over public
airwaves.
WARRANT
General Circumstance predictably allows General Conclusion

Whenever language is
degrading,
to any group of people,

we should not allow
it to circulate
over public airwaves.

Gangsta rap lyrics are therefore the FCC sould ban
vulgar toward womenreason
them from radio.claim
Specific Circumstance

lets us infer

Specific Conclusion

CORE OF ARGUMENT

286

287

I can’t agree. Whenever we express our ideas, the
Constitution bars the government from interfering with
that right.
According to the Supreme Court,
the First Amendment protects sexually explicit movies
that are degrading to women. So even though you may
not like the degrading language in gangsta rap, it has
the same constitutional protection as those movies or
any other free expression of ideas.
WARRANT
General Circumstance predictably allows General Conclusion

Whenever people
express their ideas,
Rap lyrics express
ideasreason
Specific Circumstance

the Constitution bars
the government from
interfering with them.
therefore

the FCC cannot ban
them from radio.claim

lets us infer

Specific Conclusion

CORE OF ARGUMENT
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289

The justification for these limits on speech is always the
same: Especially in times of crisis, we cannot allow
speech that will incite lawlessness or endanger lives. It
was not until the 1960s that the courts began to reject
that justification [that is, warrant]. Recognizing that all
speech is an incitement designed to persuade the
listener to action, the Supreme Court, in 1969, specified
very narrow circumstances under which a speaker can
be liable for the harm that results from his speech: only
when the speech is intended to produce, and is likely to
produce, imminent lawless action. In other words, we
can blame the speaker for the actions of others only
when “the evil apprehended is so imminent that it may
befall before there is an opportunity for full discussion.”
Why? Because to do otherwise is to forge a link between
speech and action—a link that might be found in any
unpleasant speech.

I helped you wash your car two years ago,
so you
should help me paint my house.
After all, one good
turn deserves another.
WARRANT
General Circumstance predictably allows General Conclusion

When someone does
you a good turn,

you should do one
in return.

I helped you
therefore
wash your carreason
Specific Circumstance

you should help
me cheat.claim

lets us infer

Specific Conclusion

CORE OF ARGUMENT

293

294

Any music should be censored and condemned if it
degrades human dignity. When art degrades human
dignity, it should be kept out of public
circulation.
That is more important than
complete freedom of expression.

297

People condemn gangsta rap but I think it should be
accepted as legitimate artistic expression
because it
reflects the experience of many who listen to it.
Every teen-ager I know has at some time felt anger and
rage against authorities.
When a lot of people
share an emotion, then whatever expresses that emotion
reflects their experience.

297

As Hamlet stands behind his stepfather Claudius while
he is at prayer, he demonstrates a cool and rational
mind.
He impulsively wants to kill Claudius on the
spot, but he pauses to reflect. If he kills Claudius while
praying, he sends his soul to heaven. But Hamlet wants
him damned to hell forever. So he coolly decides to kill
him later:

WARRANT
General Circumstance predictably allows General Conclusion

When a work of artistic
expression reflects the
experience of those who enjoy it,

it should not be
condemned
or censored.

Gangsta rap reflects the real
experience of those who enjoy itreason
Specific Circumstance

lets us infer

Specific Conclusion

CORE OF ARGUMENT

295

Now might I do it [kill him] pat, now he is praying:
And now I’ll do’t; and so he goes to heaven;
And so am I reveng’d....[Hamlet pauses to think]
[But this] villain kills my father; and for that,
I, his sole son, do this same villain send to heaven[?]
Why, this is hire and salary, not revenge.

WARRANT
General Circumstance predictably allows General Conclusion

When a popular form of
expression reflects the
experience of those who enjoy it,

it should not be
condemned
or censored.

Gangsta rap reflects therefore it should be
the real experience of
accepted as legitimate
those who enjoy itreason
artistic expression.claim
Specific Circumstance

lets us infer

298

Here, Hamlet carefully considers the consequences of
killing Claudius step by step. That is a sign of a man
who has put aside passion, at least temporarily, in favor
of cool reason.

299

We should abolish the Southport needle-exchange
program.
It has made the drug problem worse
because it encourages people to use more drugs.
A
study of those who have participated in it shows that
70% have increased their use of drugs; the average rate
has grown from 5.7 to 9.2 injections per week.

300

We all know that when you make risky behavior safer,
you encourage more people to engage in it.
Since
the Southport needle-exchange program makes drug
use safer,
it encourages people to use more
drugs.
We should therefore abolish the
program.

Specific Conclusion

CORE OF ARGUMENT

296

Legislatures have . . . frequently attempted to restrict
speech because they believed it to be dangerous. Just
before the Civil War, many southern states put
abolitionists in prison for publishing their views. During
World War I, the government jailed bolshevist
sympathizers . . . because they urged men to resist the
draft. The McCarthy era saw nationwide crackdowns on
anyone with leftist beliefs. . . . And during the war in
Vietnam, the government tried to prevent publication of
the infamous Pentagon Papers.

Crescendo Publishing House Inc.

xcendo.net

English Source for The Craft of Argument | 14

논증의 탄생
10. Arguments About Meanings
326

335

337

The term language is used loosely to mean
communicating information through behavior or signs.
So it is said that bees use a “language of dancing” to
communicate information about how to find pollen. But
human language does more than that. It communicates
not just predictable and narrowly defined bits of
information, but desires, feelings, and ideas unique to
the moment.
Many think such uses of language
make us unique in the animal kingdom. But
chimpanzees can be taught to do something like it in
sign language or by touching symbols on a computer
screen. As rudimentary as their communication is, they
demonstrate an ability to use language in ways that
resemble what humans do.
Their ability
demonstrates intellectual powers so much greater than
we have suspected
that we can no longer think of
ourselves as cognitively unique in the animal
kingdom.
Thelma: I had an interesting weekend. I went to the
wedding of two women friends of my aunt.
Louise: Well, maybe it was a ceremony, but it wasn’t a
wedding because wedding means joining a man and
woman in marriage. You can’t have a marriage
between two women, so they can’t have had a
wedding.
Thelma: Who says you can’t have a wedding between
any two people when they publicly commit
themselves to each other? Who says they can’t be the
same sex?
Louise: Look at how the word’s been used for
thousands of years. A wedding has always meant
creating a marriage bond between a man and a
woman.
Thelma: Words change their meaning to suit new
realities.
Louise: Maybe some do, but you can’t invent new
meanings just because it suits your purpose. For
most people, wedding still means a marriage
ceremony between a man and a woman. That’s just
what it means.
Maude: I think Titanic is a masterpiece of film art
that
movingly dramatizes the tragedy of an epic event
from an intimately human point of view, celebrating
human courage and self-sacrifice for another.
Harold: I think it’s commercial exploitation
that
crassly appeals to our emotions by cynically
denigrating the rich as selfish and cowardly and
shamelessly flattering the lower classes as selfless
and brave, thereby pandering to class resentments
for a bigger box office.
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Alcoholism is a primary, chronic disease with genetic,
psychosocial, and environmental factors influencing its
development and manifestations. The disease is often
progressive and fatal. It is characterized by continuous
or periodic: impaired control over drinking,
preoccupation with the drug alcohol, use of alcohol
despite adverse consequences, and distortions in
thinking, most notably denial.
Primary . . . suggests that alcoholism, as an addiction, is
not a symptom of an underlying disease state.
Disease means an involuntary disability. It represents
the sum of the abnormal phenomena displayed by a
group of individuals. These phenomena are
associated with a specified common set of
characteristics . . . which place them at a
disadvantage.
Often progressive and fatal means that the disease
persists over time and that physical, emotional, and
social changes are often cumulative. . . .
Impaired control means the inability to limit alcohol
use or to consistently limit . . . the duration of the
episode, the quantity consumed, and/or the
behavioral consequences of drinking.
Preoccupation . . . indicates excessive, focused attention
given to the drug alcohol, its effects, and/or its use.
The relative value thus assigned to alcohol by the
individual often leads to a diversion of energies
away from important life concerns.
Adverse consequences are alcohol-related problems or
impairments in such areas as: physical health . . .
psychological functioning . . . interpersonal
functioning . . . occupational functioning . . . and
legal, financial, or spiritual problems.
Denial is used here . . . broadly to include a range of
psychological maneuvers designed to reduce
awareness of the fact that alcohol use is the cause of
an individual’s problems rather than a solution to
those problems. Denial becomes an integral part of
the disease and a major obstacle to recovery.

344

Material is pornographic or obscene [1] if the average
person, applying contemporary community standards,
would find that the work taken as a whole appeals to
the prurient interest and [2] if it depicts in a patently
offensive way sexual conduct and [3] if the work taken
as a whole lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or
scientific value (Miller v. California, 413 U.S. 15, 24-25, 93
S.Ct. 2607, 2615, 37 L. Ed. 2d 419).
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347

348

Those who support a Constitutional amendment
criminalizing flag-burning appeal first to our
patriotism. Many of them define patriotism as honoring
the flag: waving it, saluting it, standing at attention as it
passes by. They see the flag as synonymous with our
country itself: damage it, and you damage America.
But for those who see more
deeply, real patriotism is loyalty not to symbols, but to
the principles those symbols represent, including the
idea that when a government violates them, truly
patriotic citizens must protest. Real patriotism calls
attention to such wrongs, even if it takes burning the
flag to do it.
If such symbolic
expression is made a crime,
we will
threaten our values more than any flag-burner could.
cost of problem Congress should reject such an
amendment.

psychological dependence. He begins drinking every
morning, usually alone, and continues even after he
knows he should stop. Since Mr. Jones drinks every
day, we cannot say whether he suffers withdrawal, but
it is likely he would if he stopped drinking.
354

sport: an athletic activity
physical prowess.
356

349

1. Tolerance: The body’s cells adapt to high levels of
alcohol so that it has less effect on them.
2. Dyscontrol (psychological dependence): The person
drinks to relieve bodily or emotional pain, but does
not control when, where, or how he or she drinks.
3. Medical Complications: The person suffers physical
damage from alcohol.
4. Withdrawal: When the person abstains from drinking,
he or she suffers convulsions, hallucinations, or
delirium.

350

Mr. Jones shows a high tolerance with no visible effects
until his blood alcohol level reaches 0.2, twice what
should make a man his size intoxicated. Although he
has no medical complications, he does exhibit
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requiring skill or

the authorized criteria for the legal definition of
pornography as listed in Black’s Law Dictionary:
• The average person, applying contemporary
community standards, would find that the work
appeals to the prurient interest.
• It depicts sexual conduct in a patently offensive way.
• It lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific
value.

Critics of citizen militias forget that it was civilians with
their own guns who won our freedoms 200 years ago.
The Minutemen of 1775 were patriots who defended
their homes and families by grabbing their rifles from
over their fireplaces and joining others in common
defense against a tyrannical government,
just as the
freedom lover who joins a militia today leaves his home
to prepare to defend our freedoms.
As we honor
those patriots who won our freedom then, so should we
respect those who defend it now.
Those who condemn citizen militias as paranoid gun
nuts ignore their deep love for the principles that this
country was founded on.
Civilian militias are
ready to join with others to rise up against unjust
tyranny, relying on force, if necessary;
and they
are ready to lay down their lives to preserve their
freedom and yours.
They are the true patriots of
our time, no different from the Minutemen of 1775, who
defended their homes and families by grabbing their
rifles from over their fireplaces and joining others in
common defense against a tyrannical government.
In the same way, civilian militia keep their guns ready
to resist a tyranny that wants to deprive us of our
freedom to use them.
If we honor the patriots of
1775, so should we respect those of today.

athlete: a person
who competes in contests
requiring strength, stamina, or physical agility.

prurient: A shameful or morbid interest in nudity, sex,
or excretion . . . having lustful ideas or desires . . . an
obsessive interest in immoral and lascivious matters.
lascivious: Tending to excite lust; lewd; indecent;
obscene; sexual impurity; tending to deprave the morals
in respect to sexual relations; licentious. [cites]. . . . See
lewd; obscene.
lewd: Obscene, lustful, indecent, lascivious, lecherous.
360

Several writers have misapprehended or objected to the
term Natural Selection. Some have even imagined that
natural selection induces variability, whereas it implies
only the preservation of such variations as arise and are
beneficial to the being under its conditions of life. No
one objects to agriculturists speaking of the potent
effects of man’s selection; and in this case the individual
differences given by nature, which man for some object
selects, must of necessity first occur. Others have
objected that the term selection implies conscious choice
in the animals, which become modified; and it had even
been urged that, as plants have no volition, natural
selection is not applicable to them! In the literal sense of
the word, no doubt, natural selection is a false term; but
who ever objected to chemists speaking of the elective
affinities of the various elements?—and yet an acid
cannot strictly be said to elect the base with which it in
preference combines. It has been said that I speak of
natural selection as an active power of Deity, but who
objects to an author speaking of the attraction of gravity
as ruling the movements of the planets? Everyone
knows what is meant and is implied by such
metaphorical expressions; and they are almost
necessary for brevity. So again it is difficult to avoid
personifying the word Nature; but I mean by Nature,
only the aggregate action and product of many natural
laws, and by laws the sequence of events as ascertained
by us. With a little familiarity such superficial objections
will be forgotten.
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11. Arguments About Causes
376

This brief lesson in brain development is not meant to
absolve criminal behavior or make the horrors any less
unconscionable. But the shooter at Santana High, like
other adolescents, needed people or institutions to
prevent him from being in a potentially deadly
situation where his immature brain was left to its own
devices. No matter what the town or the school, if a gun
is put in the control of the prefrontal cortex of a hurt
and vengeful 15-year-old, and it is pointed at a human
target, it will very likely go off.

396

One [New York Times] article described Mozer as
“Salomon’s [a financial firm] errant cowboy”: who
“attacked his work as aggressively as he hit tennis
balls.” Another implied Hamanaka’s lack of
shrewdness in stating that he “was known more for the
volume of his trades than his aptness.” Whereas the
lack of organizational controls was a minor theme of
Americans in the NYT, it was a major theme of Japanese
reporters . . . [They] commented that “somebody in
Sumitomo [a financial firm] should have recognized the
fictitious trading since documents are checked every
day,” and that Daiwa [another firm] “is embarrassed
that its internal controls and procedures were not
sufficient to prevent the case.”

12. Clear Language
Principle 1
1a

Use subjects to name your main characters

The Federalists’ argument that destabilization of
government was the result of popular democracy was
based on their belief in the tendency of self-interested
groups toward sacrificing the common good in favor of
their own narrow objectives.

The Federalists’
argument that the result
of popular democracy
1b

destabilization
of government

was

that
the
result

2b

was
based...

The Federalists argued that popular democracy
destabilized government, | because they believed that
self-interested groups tended to sacrifice the common
good for their own narrow objectives.
The Federalists ......................
popular democracy ..............
they .........................................
self-interested groups ..........

argued...
destabilized...
believed...
tend to sacrifice...

“Use short, concrete subjects that name your main characters.”
2a

Few aspects of human behavior ...........
Rationality ................................................
the hallmark of human rationality........

have been...
depends...
is...

Psychologists have found it difficult to explain what we
do when we behave rationally. We think rationally
when, in the short run, we do not jump to hasty
conclusions, but instead patiently gather evidence, and
bring evidence and reasons together to support claims.
But we are perhaps most rational when we reason about
our reasoning, when we reflect on how well we thought
when we assembled our reasons and claims into an
argument.
영어로 학술논문을 쓸 경우, 2b처럼 인간행위자를 주어로 내세워
진술하는 글은 지나치게 단순한 느낌을 줄 수 있다. 그럴
경우에는2a처럼 쓸 수밖에 없을 것이다. 그럼에도 전문가 독자들에게
친숙한 기술용어를 주요행위자로 삼기 위해 노력하라.

Principle 2 Use verbs, not nouns, to name those characters’
actions.
1a

The Federalists’ argument that destabilization of
government was the result of popular democracy was
based on their belief in the tendency of self-interested
groups toward sacrificing the common good for their
narrow objectives.

Few aspects of human behavior have been so difficult to
explain as rational thinking. Rationality depends on a
range of short-term behaviors, such as not jumping to a
hasty conclusion or action, having the patience to gather 1b The Federalists argued that popular democracy
destabilized government, because they believed that
evidence, and the ability to bring together evidence and
self-interested groups tended to sacrifice the common
reasons in support of claims. But perhaps the hallmark of
good for their narrow objectives.
human rationality is the capacity to think about
thinking, to reason about reasoning, to reflect on the
quality of the thinking that assembles those reasons and “Use verbs to communicate actions; do not bury actions in
abstract nominalizations, especially in subjects.”
claims into an argument.
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Principle 3 Get to a verb quickly.

e

If a social system fails to create a legal environment in
which foreign investors can rely on the rule of law and
on the strict enforcement of contracts,
that
system will not thrive.

f

A social system will not thrive if it fails to create an
environment in which foreign investors can rely on the
rule of law and on the strict enforcement of
contracts.

원칙3은 영어와 한국어의 문법차이로 인해 다르게 번역되었다. 다음은
영어글쓰기에 적용되는 원칙이다.
a

b

Parents who believe that school uniforms would solve
most of the discipline problems in our schools argue in
favor of them, but many others who fear that
government already intrudes too much into our private
lives object.
Some parents argue that school uniforms would solve
most of the discipline problems in our schools, but many
others object because they fear that government already
intrudes too much into our private lives.

d는 주어가 한없이 이어지는 느낌을 준다. 28단어나 되는 주어를
읽다보면 주어가 언제 끝날지 몰라 불안하고 초조해진다. 반면 e는
짧은 주어 다음에 동사가 등장하지만, 긴 종속절 속에 들어있다. f는
문장 전체의 주어와 동사를 맨 먼저 보여주고 종속절을 뒤에 붙여주어
훨씬 읽기 쉽다.

두 문장 모두 단순주어는 친숙하다. parents와 others는
인간행위자이고 school uniforms는 친숙한 사물이다. 하지만 b가
Principle 3.3 Avoid interrupting subjects and verbs with long
a보다 쉽게 읽히는 것은 무엇 때문일까? a의 첫 번째 절은 16단어를
읽고 난 다음에야 동사 argue를 만날 수 있고 두번째 절은 14단어를
phrases and clauses.
읽고 난 다음에야 동사 object를 만날 수 있다. b는 기껏해야 두 단어가
지나가면 동사가 나온다. 이처럼 문장에서 동사를 빠르게 보여줄수록
g
Some scientists, because they write in a style that is so
가독성이 높아진다는 원칙은, 다음 세 가지 하위원칙으로 적용할 수
impersonal and objective, do not communicate with lay
있다.
people easily.

Principle 3.1 Avoid long introductory elements before a
subject.
6a

6b

c

In view of recent research on higher education indicating at
least one change in their major on the part of most
undergraduate students, first-year students should be 100
percent certain about the program of studies they want
to pursue before they load up their schedule with
requirements for a particular program.
According to recent research on higher education, most
students change their majors at least once during their
undergraduate careers, so first-year students should be
100 percent certain about the program of studies they
want to pursue before they load up their schedule with
requirements for a particular program.
Researchers on higher education have recently shown
that most students change their majors at least once
during their undergraduate careers, so first-year
students should be 100 percent certain about their
program of studies before they load up their schedule
with requirements for a particular program.
주어 앞에 나오는 긴 도입부가 나오는 6a가 6b나 c에 비해서 명확하게
읽히지 않는 느낌이 들 것이다. 23단어나 되는 도입부를 처리한
다음에야 우리는 주어 first-year students와 동사 should be를 만날
수 있다. 그에 비해 도입부가 7단어밖에 되지 않는 6b는 훨씬 수월하게
읽을 수 있다. 물론 c처럼 문장이 시작하자 마자 주어와 동사가
등장하는 문장이 가장 읽기 쉽다.

Principle 3.2 Keep whole subjects short.
d

h

A social system that fails to create a legal environment in
which foreign investors can rely on the rule of law and
on the strict enforcement of contracts will not thrive.
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Some scientists do not communicate with lay people
easily, because they write in a style that is so impersonal
and objective.
단 두 단어로 된 주어로 문장을 깔끔하게 시작하는가 싶더니, 기대하던
동사가 나오지 않고 because로 시작하는 긴 절이 시작된다. 주어
다음에 당연히 따라나올 것이라고 기대하는 동사가 나오지 않으면,
갑자기 불안이 밀려오면서 문장은 어렵게 느껴지기 시작한다. 주어와
동사 사이에 다른 것을 끼워넣지 말라. 앞뒤 맥락을 고려하여 문장
끝부분이나 앞부분으로 옮겨라.

원칙3의 세 가지 하위원칙을 요약하면 다음과 같다:

“Help readers quickly get past a short subject to its verb.”
Principle 4 Begin sentences with information that is familiar
to readers.
7a

Particular ideas toward the beginning of sentences
define what sentences are “about.” The cumulative
effect of a series of repeated subjects indicates what a
passage is about, so our sense of coherence depends on
subjects of sentences. Moving through a paragraph from
a consistent point of view occurs when a series of
subjects seems to constitute a coherent sequence. A
seeming absence of context for sentences is one
consequence of making random shifts in subjects.
Feelings of dislocation, disorientation, and lack of focus
occur when that happens.
•
•
•
•

Particular ideas toward the beginning of sentences...
The cumulative effect of a series of subjects…
so our sense of coherence...
Moving through a paragraph from a consistent point
of view...
• A seeming absence of context for sentences...
• Feelings of dislocation, disorientation, and lack of
focus…
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7b

As we read, we depend on the subject of a sentence to
focus our attention on a particular idea that tells us what
that sentence is “about.” In a series of sentences, we
depend on repeated subjects to cumulatively tell us the
topic of a whole passage. If we feel that a series of
subjects is coherent, then we feel we are moving through
a paragraph from a coherent point of view. But if we feel
its subjects shift randomly, then we have to begin each
sentence out of context, from no coherent point of view.
When that happens, we feel dislocated, disoriented, out
of focus.
•
•
•
•
•
•

As we read, we depend on...
In a series of sentences, we depend on...
If we feel that a series of subjects is... then we feel…
But if we feel its subjects shift...
Then we have to begin...
When that happens, we feel...

If you want to market larger pigs, you must limit the
effects of PRRS on their growth. Although you’d have to
spend too much to eliminate the virus entirely, you can
take steps to reduce it. Most important is to maintain
growth rates after your pigs are infected. To do that,
continue to vaccinate pigs as you do now. The best thing
to do is limit the number of gilts you buy and to
acclimate those you do.
To sell fat pigs, don’t let PRRS stunt their growth. It
costs too much to get rid of the virus, but you can keep
sick pigs growing if you vaccinate them, don’t buy more
gilts than you need, and don’t mix them with others
until you’ve exposed them to the virus.
8a

The consensus of our national belief is the right and
freedom to engage in practices reflecting the inheritance
of our different cultural and historical backgrounds.
Allowing widows to end their lives as sometimes
happens in certain parts of the world must of course be
made illegal and forbidden by law, but allowances for
things like female head coverings in educational settings
should be made. But a degree of uncertainty and unease
exists in regard to cultural practices and traditions such
as the binding force of an arranged future marriage
between those not yet old or mature enough to take
responsibility for the consequences of their decisions.

8b

We generally believe that Americans should freely
practice the cultural traditions of their parents. We of
course forbid a widow from throwing herself onto her
husband’s funeral pyre, as Indian women are sometimes
coerced into doing, but we allow Islamic girls to wear
head scarves in public school. But we are less certain
about some cases: Must a court recognize as binding a
contract arranging a future marriage of two eight-yearolds?

9a

Various improvements in productivity basically depend
first and foremost on certain fundamental factors that
generally involve psychology more than any kind of
particular technology.

9b

Productivity rises when we improve not just machines
but the minds of those who operate them.

421

some typical examples of clutter that you can usually cut:

Principle 5 End a sentence with long and complex units of
information.
Principle 6 Keep your subjects consistent. Avoid beginning
several sentences in a row with unrelated
subjects.
417

The Principles in a Nutshell
1. Name the main characters in your story in the
subjects of sentences.
2. Express their actions not as abstract nouns but as
verbs.
3. Get to the main verb quickly.
3a. Avoid long introductory elements.
3b. Avoid long abstract subjects.
3c. Avoid interrupting subjects and verbs.
4. Begin sentences with information that is familiar to
readers.
5. Push to the end of a sentence information that is
newer, more complex, and therefore more difficult to
understand.

418

This woman’s talk is as salty as any, but notice how fuzzy her
language gets when she writes. (Incidentally, “PRRS”—
pronounced purrs—is a pig’s version of a cold, and a “gilt” is a
young female pig, terms familiar to her readers.)

Of greatest urgency and most immediate concern in
your ongoing project for enhancing productivity,
especially as measured in market weight, is to limit the
effects of PRRS on the rate of growth. Elimination of the
virus is impractical chiefly in terms of ROI (return on
investment), although reduction is a goal worth
consideration. Most efficient, however, is to maintain
growth rates after infection. Limiting gilt acquisition and
proper acclimation are the most efficient additional
steps, although the current program of vaccination will
have to be maintained.

certain | various | particular | specific | given
really | basically | generally | virtually | actually
421

typical examples of redundant pairs, one of which you can
always cut:

full and complete | hope and trust
any and all | true and accurate
each and every | basic and fundamental
hopes and desires | first and foremost
various and sundry
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Abstract vs. Concrete

10a

I’d like you to meet my brother.

10b

I want you to meet someone who is male and
descended from my parents.

11a

You did not read through what you wrote paying close
enough attention to finding and correcting errors.

11b

You did not edit carefully.

12a

Imagine someone trying to learn the rules and strategy
for playing the game of chess.

12b

Imagine learning chess.

13a

Write directly.

13b

Make important characters subjects and make their
verbs specific actions.

19a

When someone needs emergency care, but acts so
irrationally that he cannot legally consent to treatment,
only the attending physician can decide whether to
give that person medication without his permission
before beginning treatment.

19b

When 16-year-old Alex White staggered into the
Fairview Hospital emergency room, raving about
demons under his shirt and gushing blood where he
had slashed his belly with a hunting knife, trauma
physician Amanda Lee’s first job was to stop the
bleeding. But when White grabbed a nurse by her hair
and threw her to the floor, screaming that she was the
Whore of Babylon, Lee had to decide in an instant
whether to inject him with the tranquilizer thorazine
without asking him to sign her hospital’s permission
form. Ohio law and hospital rules require physicians to
ask for permission before administering drugs, but
White could not understand Lee’s raving. So as would
any physician in that situation, she tranquilized him
without his permission.

19c

When a stoned 16-year-old Alex White staggered crazily
into the quiet Fairview Hospital emergency room, wildly
raving about evil and monstrous demons under his shirt
and gushing blood where he had brutally slashed his
pink belly with a vicious hunting knife, trauma
physician Amanda Lee’s first job was to quickly stop the
frightening bleeding. But when White suddenly grabbed
a frightened nurse . . .

19d

When someone needs emergency care, but acts so
irrationally that he cannot legally consent to treatment,
. . . For example, when on the night of May 13, 1998, 16year-old Alex White staggered into the Fairview
Hospital Emergency room raving . . .

20a

Sixteen-years-old and burning rubber down Claiborne
Avenue at 3 A.M. on a Sunday morning in a
supercharged ’57 Bel Aire, hubcap to hubcap with Don
Debarbaris’ four barrel GTO.

430

The System of Imageable Words

Slang vs. informal vs. formal (wheels vs. car vs. automobile):
14a

When a fruitcake shows up in an ER too goofy to think
straight, the doc has to make the call whether to shoot
him up with downers.

14b

When someone comes to an emergency room unable to
think rationally, the doctor must decide whether to
calm him down with drugs.

14c

When a mentally incompetent individual presents in a
trauma center, the attending physician must determine
whether to sedate him with tranquilizing medication.

Neutral vs. emotional
(pregnancy termination vs. abortion vs. infanticide):
15a

Lowering taxes will raise net income.

15b

If we could protect some of what the tax man sucks out
of our paychecks every week, we could keep more of
the money we sweat for every day.

Native vs. borrowed (speed vs. velocity):
16a

You have to show guts when the times call for it.

16b

It is necessary to demonstrate courage when the
occasion demands it.

Common vs. scientific (belly button vs. navel):
17a

As you go higher, the air thins out.

17b

As altitude increases, the atmosphere attenuates.

General vs. specific (livestock vs. pig):
18a

18b

A good worker plans carefully in order to do the job
right the first time.
A master carpenter measures twice to cut once.
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life

thing

stuff

nourishment

creature

object

merchandise

animal

device

household
goods

produce

conveyance

livestock

tool

furniture

fruit

vehicle

horse

hammer

table

apple

motorcycle

palomino

ballpean

Federal
drop-leaf

Fuji

Harley
Davidson

food

utility
transportation
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21a

There have been recent decreases in weapons crimes.

21b

Recently, crimes involving inexpensive firearms have
decreased.

21c

Compared to a few years ago, a person is less likely to
be the victim of someone with a cheap handgun.

21d

22a

24b

To stop cocaine farming in Colombia and Ecuador, the
CIA should kill their cocoa crop by secretly infecting it
with disease. Doing this may kill other plants that
farmers eat and even poison some farmers, but our
goals come first.

435

two or more words to express what one could soften
the edges of a concept:

Compared to 1995, you are half as likely to be mugged
by someone shoving a twenty dollar Saturday night
special in your face.
. . . whenever any Form of government becomes
destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to
alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government,
laying its foundation on such principles and organizing
its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most
likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.

22b

. . . since King George III and his Parliament have taken
away our right to be free to do what makes us happy,
like acquiring and owning property such as farmland
and slaves, we have the right to revolt and create a new
country . . .

23a

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and
has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our
frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known
rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all
ages, sexes and conditions.

23b

He has caused problems by encouraging some native
people to act against us.

24a

To reduce to zero-level the agricultural production of
psychotropic substances derived from plants in
northern South America, agencies responsible for
international covert action should introduce bioactive
substances entailing the permanent interruption of
growth cycles in ways that avoid calling attention to
that project. Such a course of action may have
nontemporary deleterious biological effects on
collateral agricultural production and on some of those
indigenously associated with it, but the desired results
are of sufficient critical importance to warrant such
action.

• abortion vs. termination of pregnancy
• cancer vs. malignant growth
• crippled vs. limited ambulatory capacity.
436

Mr. Rabinow, a professor of anthropology at the
University of California at Berkeley, tells the story of
the collapse of an agreement between a French institute
and an American company to collaborate on genetic
research . . . [His] telling of this story is brilliant but
unkempt, penetrating and impenetrable at the same
time. . . . [His] writing is turgid and stilted, or so it will
seem to people unaccustomed to the language and the
in-group devices of the American Anthropological
Association. . . . [His] main idea here threatens to
become lost in a fog of highfalutin lingo, but
occasionally it emerges sufficiently into the clear to be
understood by mere mortals. . . . It is too bad that he
chose to tell this very modern tale from within a closed
professional world that keeps the rest of us on the
outside looking in.

437

1. Avoid using words that add little or nothing to your
ideas, such as very, basically, really, and so on.
2. Avoid decomposing a meaning into several words if
you can express it in a single word:
do not pay attention to → ignore.
3. Avoid stating what a word implies:
it was red in color.
Future events will unexpectedly surprise us. → The
future will surprise us.

13. The Overt and Covert Force of Language
1a

1b

The cut will stuff the wallets of those fat cats who
already hoard most of our nation’s wealth.
The cut will restore to American workers some of our
hard-earned wages that the IRS sucks out of our
paychecks every week.
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442
box

The tax cut would augment the personal wealth of
those who already control most of the nation’s
resources.

1c

The tax reduction will augment the financial resources
of those with the highest incomes.

1d

The tax cut will raise net earned income for everyone.
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442

Sure, working out’s all fabulous the first month or so.
And then somehow, the treadmill is about as appealing
as that ex-boyfriend of yours with the color
coordination issues. Luckily, new Nike Tuned Air (with
the perfect combination of cushioning and stability) can
help you fall in love with your workout all over again.
Which is more than we can say for your ex.

13a

Write directly.

13b

Make important characters subjects and make their
verbs specific actions.

444

The right to
assisted suicide

The duty of the state to
prevent physicians from
killing their patients

The right to a
dignified end of life
The sanctity of bodily privacy
445

450

450

The duty of the state to
protect the helpless
The sanctity of life

Laury is a reckless
daydreamer!

No, he is a daring
visionary!

Jones is a chauvinist
reactionary!

No, he is a patriotic
conservative!

To incite animosity toward their opponents, politicians
were told to call them liberals and liars, to say they were
extreme, radical, wasteful, corrupt, and hypocritical and to
refer to themselves as pioneers with vision, as fair and
moral, dedicated to principles of truth and courage.

Smith obtained stolen goods from Jones.

2b

Jones provided stolen goods to Smith.

3a

We learn from history that we need free speech to
strengthen democracy.

4a

The mayor went through a grilling from reporters until
he finally admitted what he had tried not to reveal: He
had taken more than $100,000 in campaign
contributions from friends whose companies got
contracts with the city.

6a

My friend taught me Spanish.

6b

I was taught Spanish by my friend.

7a

We recorded the fluid velocity at thirty-second
intervals.

7b

The fluid velocity was recorded at thirty-second
intervals.

8a

My friend taught me Spanish.

8b

I learned Spanish by my friend.

9a

George bought a handgun from Fred.

9b

Fred sold a handgun to George.

10a

The New York Yankees are losing fans to the Mets.

10b

The New York Mets are attracting fans from the
Yankees.

10c

Fans are moving from the Yankees to the Mets.

456

A does B to C by means of D

→

D does B to C

I cut my finger with the knife.

→

The knife cut my
finger.

You can’t buy love with
money.

→

Money can’t buy
me love.

You can conquer all with love.

→

Love conquers all.

People kill people with guns.

→

Guns kill people.

To exploit voters’ decency, they were advised to talk
about their own pride in America, their families, common
sense, and duty, and to accuse others of betraying the
common good by their greed and even treason.

2a

3b

5b

“Guns don’t kill, people do.”

History teaches us that a democracy grows strong from
free speech.
The dog chased the cat for a while before he finally
caught her.

4b

The cat ran away from the dog until it finally got
caught.

5a

Reporters grilled the mayor until they finally got the
admission they wanted: Companies owned by his
friends who got contracts with the city contributed
more than $100,000 to his campaign.

11a

We have proved with these data that we need a raise.

11b

These data prove that we need a raise.

12a

In their recent study, Smith and Yang found evidence
from which they conclude that those who smoke
become prematurely senile.

12b

A recent study (Smith and Yang, 1997) found evidence
pointing to the conclusion that smoking causes
premature senility.

12c

Evidence from a recent study (Smith and Yang, 1997)
points to the conclusion that premature senility results
from smoking.

457

Life finds a way.
Nature always tells us when she thinks we have
violated her laws.
Duty requires us to sacrifice.
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13a

Science has the power to reveal nature’s laws, but it
cannot define our values; only religious faith can guide
us down the moral path.

13b

Scientists have the power to reveal the patterns in the
natural world, but they cannot define our values; only
religious leaders can guide us down the moral path.

14a

Your ethical responsibility demands that you resign.

14b

People will think you are unethical if you do not
resign.

459

: ...a

decent respect to the opinions of mankind
requires that they should declare the causes which
impel them to the separation.

461

A living thing has the right to protect itself from
predators. And if it cannot defend itself, then those who
love it have a duty to do so. The redwoods cannot
defend themselves, so we who love them must defend
them and punish their attackers. That’s nature’s law.

462

The war on drugs is no picnic. Wars have casualties, but
that can’t stop us from fighting an enemy that attacks
innocent children. We cannot surrender to the tyranny of
heroin and cocaine.

463

We have seen that man by selection can produce great
results, and can adapt organic beings to his own uses,
through the accumulation of slight but useful
variations, given to him by the hand of Nature. But
Natural Selection... is immeasurably superior to man’s
feeble efforts as the works of Nature are to those of Art.
(Origin of Species, ch. 2)

box

: If we decently respect the opinions of mankind,
we should declare why we do so.
: ...such is now the necessity which constrains
them to alter their former systems of government.

Magnets attract or repel one another, gravity holds the
planets in their orbits, water finds its own level. This
was a harmless way of talking because every one
knows what is meant and is implied by such
metaphorical expressions. (Origin, ch. 4).

: As a result, we decided that we must alter our
former system of government.
460

I will advance my claims as forcefully as I can until you
yield to the weight of my evidence. But if you can just
see into my thinking about this, you’ll get the picture.

460

I will lead you through a line of reasoning that together
we can follow to reach agreement.

461

That kind of hate speech is a virulence we had to stamp
out. We isolated the student because his sick views could
have infected and spread through our community.

The growth of a large business is merely the survival of
the fittest.... The American Beauty rose can be
produced... only by sacrificing the early buds which
grow up around it. This is not an evil tendency in
business. It is merely the workingout of a law of nature
and a law of God.
“Darwin was right. Only the fittest survive—especially
when the creatures involved are graying commodities
companies battling in the pits of a downcycle.”

14. Writing Process
Step 1— Thinking and Talking
476

I’m writing about the question of how actual families
differed from the way they were depicted in 1950s
sitcoms, because I think those depictions created
expectations that a lot of people thought they should
live up to, but couldn’t. I think I can show that TV
families were idealized and that actual families were
much more varied. I can find evidence about TV
families in the videotape collection of the media studies
library, and there is a government database with
statistics on actual families.

Step 3— Preparing and Planning
499

In comparing Romeo and Juliet to West Side Story, for
example, don’t devote part one to Romeo and Juliet and
part two to West Side Story. Instead, organize your
argument around aspects of the two works, such as
their themes, actions, emotional impact, and so on. If
you can’t avoid the obvious two-part organization, at
least use phrases in the second part that recall and
connect it to the first:
In comparison to Romeo and Juliet. . .
In contrast to Romeo and Juliet. . .
West Side Story shares with Romeo and Juliet. . . .

Step 2—Reading and Researching
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Otherwise, your argument will read like two
unconnected summaries.
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505

SIMPLE TOPIC

SPECIFIC TOPIC

Process Orders

Territorial
behavior in
ground
squirrels

→

The acquisition of territorial
protection behavior in young
ground squirrels and its similarity
to behavior of human children

Calvinism in
Lincoln’s
Gettysburg
Address and
other
speeches

→

The influence of Lincoln’s
Calvinist beliefs about destiny
on his justification for the need
for political and personal
sacrifice in the Gettysburg
Address and other speeches

518

When buyers are satisfied with the quality of a product
and the quality of service when it breaks down,
they
are likely to become loyal customers.
Loyal
customers are important, because they don’t need
advertising or a high-powered sales force to buy that
product again.
So the more loyal users a product
has, the more profits a company can expect.

519

Manufacturers increase profits and sales
when they
create loyal customers who buy their product once and
return to buy it a second time,
without the need of
advertising or a high-powered sales force. Customers
become loyal when they are satisfied with the quality of
service they get on the product when it breaks down,
but more importantly with the product’s intrinsic
quality.
Therefore, while manufacturers should
focus on both service and product quality, they should
emphasize the product quality.

Three steps to develop a practical problem
508

1. I am working on the problem of . . .
2. in order to find out how to change . . .
[So what if you don’t?]
3. so that you / we / someone can avoid the cost / get
the benefit from. . . .
1. I am working on the problem of traffic congestion
after football games,
2. in order to find out how to move traffic more
quickly,
[So what if you don’t?]
3. so that businesses will not suffer from traffic
gridlock.

Reasoning Orders
519

Three steps to develop a conceptual problem:
509

1. I am working on the issue of . . .
2. in order to find out why / how / when / what . . .
[So what if you don’t find out?]
3. so that I can understand better why / how / what. . .
1. I am working on the appeal that the Taj Mahal has
in the West,
2. because I want to find out why Europeans think of
it as the only masterpiece of Indian architecture,
[So what? What if you never find out?]
3. so that I can understand better why we
misunderstand the art of other cultures by focusing
on a few notable but not representative works.

512

Locate Acknowledgments and Responses
522

Many teachers believe that the most important skill
they can teach is the ability to solve problems.
But as important as that skill is, it is less
important than the ability to discover, then articulate a
problem clearly. As Einstein said, “A problem well put
is half solved.”

522

. . .The most valuable skill for students is the ability to
discover and then articulate problems clearly.
The
issue of problem formulation, however, has received
little attention from teachers. Their traditional focus has
been on teaching students to analyze problems in order
to. . .

523

There is a Web site that rates colleges based on
students’ reports of their experience. That may not be a
reliable source,
but it is one that students
check.
For example, . . .

Times have changed, and universities have to
understand how they have if they are to address
drinking effectively.
The traditional role of a university, in loco parentis, is
more complex now than a generation ago, because it
involves issues of civil rights, privacy, and student
autonomy. Not until it understands where it stands,
legally, pragmatically, and morally, can this university
formulate workable policies to address the problem of
binge drinking.
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When Jefferson wrote “all men are created equal” with
“certain inalienable rights,”
he laid down the first
principle of civil society—we all have intrinsic rights
that cannot be taken away.
To protect those rights,
we establish government,
but when government
tries to take those rights away, we have the duty to
replace it with one that will protect us.
In a
democracy, we do that by the vote. But when a
government is a ruthless tyranny, we have the duty to
throw off its rule by force, if necessary.
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523

How then should we respond to global warming? It has
been suggested that we just ignore it. [explanation] But
that won’t work because. . .

529
box

It has also been suggested that we exploit it by adapting
our lives and agriculture to warmer conditions.
[explanation] But that won’t work either because. . .
At the other extreme, some argue that we should end
all atmosphere emissions immediately. [explanation]
But that idea is impractical because. . .

Such arguments might also be deployed, however,
against long-standing age-based restrictions on the
purchase of tobacco and alcohol. Yet no one doubts that
these restrictions reduce the levels of youthful
indulgence. We don’t let twelve-year-olds legally buy
cigarettes even though some of them are wily enough to
circumvent the rules.

None of these responses addresses the problem in a
responsible way. The only reasonable way to deal with
global warming is . . .
Locate Warrants
526

526

When we educate young people in a democracy, our first
job is to help them become productive citizens who can
make the good decisions necessary for living in a
dynamic democratic system.
[Add reasons and
evidence supporting this assertion.] Given that
responsibility,
our schools should focus on more than
transmitting facts; they should develop children’s ability to
analyze those facts critically.

527

527

528

534

536
box

Don’t worry if you begin to feel less in control of
making arguments as this book goes on.
When
people learn a difficult skill requiring complex
knowledge, they almost always perform worse when
they first learn that knowledge but improve as they
gain experience using it.
So you’ll have a period of
confusion before you master the craft of argument.
Don’t worry if you begin to feel less in control of
making arguments as this book goes on. Just as medical
students predictably get worse at reading X-rays before
they became experts, so you’ll have a period of
confusion before you master the craft of argument.
Don’t worry if you begin to feel less in control of
making arguments as this book goes on.
When
people learn a difficult skill requiring complex
knowledge, they almost always perform worse when
they first learn that knowledge but improve as they
gain experience using it.
Just as medical students
predictably get worse at reading X-rays before they
became experts, so you’ll have a period of confusion
before you fully master the craft of argument.
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a. Alcoholism
is a weakness of character,
like
sloth or self-indulgence,
because if alcoholics
wanted to recover, they could, just as lazy people can
get up and go to work if they want to.
Do
we start supporting lazy people?
b. Alcoholism
is an illness
like depression,
because it is as difficult to overcome as depression
and just as debilitating.
If we do not help
alcoholics overcome their condition, then do we stop
supporting all mental illnesses such as schizophrenia
and depression?

We can no longer be objective about Senator Z’s private
behavior.
There are too many reports of unsavory
incidents to think that he is innocent of everything he’s
been charged with.
After all, where there’s smoke,
there’s fire.

Use Analogies as Surrogate Warrants

Skeptics raise substantive objections to nearly all the
current reform proposals. In today’s multiplexes, a
resourceful kid might easily buy a ticket to “Tarzan,”
but then quietly slip into the theater that’s showing
“The Matrix.” Serious new policies might also give rise
to a flourishing new market for fake ID’s. Meanwhile,
the “forbidden fruit” effect may well kick in. By making
adult material more difficult to see, we may succeed
only in making it seem more alluring and desirable.

If your readers might not understand those words as
you do but won’t question your meaning, define them in
passing, as in this definition of key themes:
No question about an argument is more common than
But what do you mean by ______?, especially about your
key themes, those terms that you will mention in your
main claim and repeat often in the body. If you expect
readers to disagree about their meaning, define them
explicitly.

537

1. What causes this problem?
Administrators don’t know about new research in
evaluating teaching,
. . . so they use flawed
evaluations.
. . . As a result, they don’t know
why students don’t learn effectively,
. . . and
that deprives students of better opportunities to
learn.

538

2. How will the action you propose solve the problem?
We can improve teaching through a better evaluation
form.
. . . to help teachers better understand what
confuses their students and how to avoid doing so,
. . . giving students better opportunities to
learn.
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538

3. How will your solution be implemented?

542

A new evaluation may require resources,
...
but the benefits will outweigh the costs.
First, we
are likely to attract more students as we become known
for good teaching
. . . Second, . . .
Some fear that teachers might feel coerced into grading
more leniently or giving less work.
But that
risk is slight, because . . .

Orientation for first-year students should be expanded
to two weeks to help them understand better what lies
ahead. Many first-year students are anxious and
frustrated during their first semester, because they
misunderstand what teachers expect. For example,
most teachers want us to think and write critically
about what we’ve read, but many first-year students
think teachers just want them to report it back
accurately. So they summarize their readings and their
notes, but get poor grades for doing so. This happens
most often with students who succeeded in high school
by reporting back what they heard in class. After all,
that’s what many of our high school teachers told us to
do, and no one warned us that our task in college
would be different.

5. Why is your solution better than alternatives?

Analogies

To create a new teaching evaluation, the administration
can appoint a student committee to develop it,
...
and then with the help of consultants
show faculty
how to use and learn from it.
539

539

4. Will your solution cost more than the problem?

Some have suggested that instead of revising
evaluations, we should institute seminars for faculty.
Such seminars would be a valuable resource,
but if we must choose between them and new
evaluations, the evaluations would be a better
choice.
First, the cost of bringing in
consultants will exceed the cost of revising the
evaluations
. . . Second, it will be hard to offer
seminars to every faculty member.
. . . third,
seminars are a one-time event; better teaching
evaluations will occur every semester
...
540

541

542

We can improve teaching in lots of ways, including both
seminars and better evaluations.
For more than 500 years, college life has been so
associated with drinking that getting drunk is now a
tradition.
Of course, many students began
drinking in high school, often with their parents’ tacit
approval.
But they lose even that loose
supervision just when they join a community that
seems to encourage them to get drunk.
So when
sitting with a case or fifth in a dorm room or frat house,
they risk drinking to the point of injury or even death.
In those circumstances, the weak constraints colleges
put on them are less useful than those they put on
themselves. We might avoid the worst effects of
drinking by educating students about its risks from the
moment they set foot on campus.
Orientation for first-year students should be expanded
from one week to two to help them understand better
what lies ahead. Too many first-year students become
anxious and frustrated during their first semester
because they misunderstand what teachers expect. They
think that they can succeed in college if they just do
what they did in high school. After all, high school is
the only model of education we know, and few of our
teachers told us what to expect here.
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543

First-year students should expect to feel anxious at first.
Starting college is like taking a new job. Everything is
uncertain, and it takes a while to get comfortable.

543

We can rid our dormitories of alcohol as effectively as
we did drugs with a zero-tolerance policy. Before we
instituted our current policy, we did not enforce rules
against drugs for fear of violating student privacy. But
once we decided to suspend anyone caught using
drugs, and some were, drug use virtually
disappeared.
A zero-tolerance policy can end
alcohol use in the same way.

544

We tried national Prohibition in the 1920s, but that just
made alcohol more attractive and drove it
underground. If we ban alcohol from university
property, the same thing will happen again.
Warrants

544

Everyone feels lost when they enter a new community
whose expectations seem baffling.
So when you
start your first year here,
you are likely to feel
bewildered.
Analysis

545

We can see the contrast between students from high
schools that emphasize discussion and critical writing
as opposed to those from schools that emphasized rote
learning. Almost 90 percent of their graduates from
schools that teach critical thinking report that they feel
comfortable in our first-year classes, while almost 60
percent of first-year students from schools that
emphasize rote learning report anxiety, confusion, and
frustration.
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Weaving All Three Explanations into a Narrative
545

546
box

Orientation for first-year students should be expanded
to two weeks to help them understand better what lies
ahead.
Everyone feels lost when they enter a new
community whose expectations seem baffling.
It’s
like moving to a new town or taking a new job. It
takes a while to get comfortable.
In the same way,
students become anxious and frustrated during their
first semester here
because they don’t know what
teachers expect.
For example, most teachers want us
to think and write critically about what we’ve read, but
many first-year students think teachers just want them
to report it back accurately.
And so they only
summarize readings and their notes.
This happens
most often with students who succeeded in high school
by reporting back what they heard in class.
After all,
that’s all that many of our high school teachers
expected, and too few warned us that our task in
college would be different.
We can see the contrast
in students from high schools that emphasize
discussion and critical thinking as opposed to rote
learning. Almost 90 percent of their graduates report
that they feel comfortable in our first-year classes,
while almost 60 percent of first-year students from
schools that emphasize rote learning report anxiety,
confusion, and frustration.
Although hundreds of studies demonstrate a link
between brutal media imagery and brutal behavior,
skeptics argue that this reflects the tastes of violent kids
rather than the influence of violent entertainment.
Hollywood’s most nimble apologists never tire of
pointing out that our prisons are full of cold-blooded
murderers who never saw The Basketball Diaries,
whereas the overwhelming majority of children who
regularly enjoy brutal movies or video games will never
shoot their classmates.
Yet these reassuring arguments amount to very little,
for one can say similar things about cigarettes: some
people who never smoke get lung cancer, and most
people who smoke never get lung cancer. But so what?
Smoking still enormously increases your likelihood of
getting sick. By the same token, you prove nothing with
the undeniable observation that most consumers can
view even the most disturbing and irresponsible
products of our pop culture without discernible harm.

554

Some colleges have instituted blanket prohibitions
against all drinking on campus without any regard for
how such an indiscriminate policy affects the rights of
responsible students or for the invasions of privacy
required to enforce such policies.

556

Every day, children are bombarded by TV violence.
The average child sees almost twelve acts of violence a
day, most more graphic than necessary, few causing
permanent damage, and even fewer condemned or
punished (Smith 1992).
When that kind of
violence becomes a pervasive part of their
experience,
it’s likely to damage their
psychological development.

557

Most of us believe that when children enjoy stories
about admirable actions, they are more likely to
become healthy adults.
Isn’t it likely, then, that
when they see degrading behavior, they will be hurt
by it?
Every day, children are bombarded by TV
violence.
The average child sees . . .
...
[Watching TV violence] is likely to damage their
psychological development.

Step 4— Drafting
565
box

Bingeing crosses the line from good times to reckless
behavior. If it cannot be controlled, it will kill and injure
still more students.
Bingeing crosses the line from good times to reckless
behavior. If it can be controlled, we can save the lives of
many students.

566

Most / many / some people have thought / believed. . .
At first glance, it might appear / seem that. . .
It is widely believed / reported / claimed / said. . .
X (some authority) has claimed / asserted / stated. . .
Finish the sentence, then begin a new one with but,
however, in fact, or some other signal that you will
qualify what you just wrote.

567

Start with something like It is easy to think. . . , complete
it with what you thought before, then go on with a but
or however to destabilize it with what you know now.

Consider the logic behind TV advertising: A
commercial’s failure to sell everybody doesn’t mean it
fails to sell anybody. If a Lexus ad inspires even one in a
thousand viewers to take a test drive, it has
dramatically improved the fortunes of the car maker.
And if one of a thousand kids who watch intense
violence on TV or at the movies were to try out that
violence in real life, then it dramatically changes
America.
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The divisive effects of the Civil War are still felt today

1. List additional specific terms that might fit your claim.
What kind of effects?

How are effects felt?

• Political rivalry
• regional prejudice
• economic competition
• ideological differences

• by the regions mistrusting one another
• by the South voting as a political bloc
• by the South seeing federal efforts toward
desegregation as an imposition from the North
• by old divisions influencing new attitudes
• by the politicians of each region advancing
different theories of government

What kind of differences?

•
•
•
•

theories of government
states’ rights
individual freedom
right to work laws
• Bible belt fundamentalism

2. Look for related words that might express your ideas more precisely.
as opposed to

as opposed to

• federalism
• the power of the federal government
• the freedom of states to govern
themselves

as opposed to

• divisions
• disruptions
• disagreements

• determine
• shape

3. Review your lists, picking out three or four terms that best express the key ideas of your claim.
•
•
•
•
•

ideological divisions
political rivalry
theories of government
state vs. federal power
individual freedom

• old divisions shape new attitudes
• bloc voting in the South
• politicians of each region advance
different theories of government

4. Then write a claim using those terms and any others that fit.
The ideological divisions of the Civil War still shape the political discourse of North and
South today, reflected in their antithetical theories about state and federal powers and the
authority of government over individuals.
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576

You can indirectly signal an objection or alternative
with seem or appear, or with a qualifying adverb, such as
plausibly, justifiably, reasonably, accurately, understandably,
surprisingly, foolishly, or even certainly.

Plumber describes the accident that took Princess
Diana’s life in terms that reflect the cost of too little
government regulation: “People like Diana believe they
are immune from ordinary dangers and so don’t bother
with things like seat-belts. But everyone who died was
not belted, and the one who survived was” (343).

In his letters, Lincoln expresses what seems to be
depression.
But those who observed him . .
.
Smith’s data appear to support these claims.
However, on closer examination . . .

Plumber speaks in terms that remind us of the cost of
too little government regulation when he points out
that “everyone who died [in that crash] was not belted,
and the one who survived was” (343).

After Oldenberg’s balloon crashed into the ocean on his
fifth failed attempt to circumnavigate the globe, his
wife began to suspect there was more to his obsession
than the “desire to achieve.” She thought she found an
answer in evolutionary biology:

This proposal may have some merit,
.

Liberals have made a plausible case that the arts ought
to be supported by taxes.
But they ignore the
moral objections of . . .
577

You can acknowledge alternatives by attributing them
to unnamed sources or to no source at all. This kind of
acknowledgment gives a little weight to the objection.
In these examples, brackets and slashes indicate
choices:

The brain of the human male evolved under
circumstances where caution was essential because
risk was ever-present. When civilization reduced the
risk, men began to feel that their natural, evolved
impulse toward caution made them weak and
unmanly. When men create situations of extreme
risk, it’s not the risk they crave but a worthy reason
to exercise their caution. (Idlewild, 135)

It is easy to [think / imagine / say / claim / argue] that
taxes should . . .
There is [another / alternative / possible / standard]
[explanation / line of argument / account /
possibility]...

Acknowledging

Some evidence [might / may / can / could / would /
does] [suggest / indicate / point to / lead some to think]
that we should . . .

576

You can downplay an objection or alternative by
summarizing it briefly in a short phrase introduced
with despite, regardless of, or notwithstanding:
Despite Congress’ claims that it wants to cut
taxes,
the public believes that . . .
Regardless of problems in Hong Kong,
Southeast Asia remains a strong . . .
Notwithstanding declining crime rates,
is still a need for vigorous enforcement of . . .
576

but we . .

there

You can use although, and while, and even though in the
same way:
Although Congress claims it wants to cut
taxes,
the public believes that . . .

577

You can acknowledge an alternative by attributing it to
a more or less specific source. This construction gives
more weight to the position you acknowledge:
There are some [many / few] who [might / may / could /
would] [say / think / argue / claim / charge / object] that
Cuba is not . . .
[Most / Many / Some / A few] knowledgeable college
administrators [say / think / argue / claim / charge /
object] that researchers . . .
One advocate of collaboration, Ken Bruffee, [says /
thinks / argues / claims/ charges / objects] that students
...

While there are problems in Hong Kong,
Southeast Asia remains a strong . . .
Even though crime has declined,
need for vigorous enforcement of . . .

Crescendo Publishing House Inc.

there is still a

xcendo.net

Engliah Source for The Craft of Argument | 29

논증의 탄생
578

Addressing Logical Error
You can acknowledge an alternative in your own voice
or with a passive verb or concessive adverb such as
admittedly, granted, to be sure, and so on. You concede
the alternative has some validity, but by changing the
words, you can qualify how much validity you
acknowledge.

580

That explains some of the problem, but it is so complex
that no single explanation is enough.
That principle does hold in many cases, but we must
also consider exceptions.

I [understand / know / realize / appreciate] that liberals
believe in . . .
It is [true / possible / likely / certain] that no good
evidence proves that coffee causes cancer . . .
It [must / should / can] be [admitted / acknowledged /
noted / conceded] that no good evidence proves that
coffee causes cancer . . .

581

582

According to Webster, a patriot is “a person who loves
his country, zealously supporting it and its interests.”

582

Most of us think of a patriot as someone who loves his
country and zealously acts to support and defend it.

582

Most experts in risk communication define risk as . . .

We have to [consider / raise] the [question / possibility
/ probability] that further study [could / might / will]
show crime has not . . .
We cannot [overlook/ ignore / dismiss / reject] the fact
that Cuba was . . .

Broadly speaking, anyone devoted to his country is a
patriot, but a true patriot is . . .
Technically, risk is a mathematical probability, but it is
actually a feeling that . . .

[Granted / admittedly / true / to be sure / certainly / of
course], Adams stated . . .
We [could / can / might / may / would] [say / argue /
claim / think] that spending on the arts supports
pornographic . . .

That evidence is certainly important, but we have to
look at all the evidence available.

The legal meaning of pornography depends on three
features that the Supreme Court stipulated . . .
According to the APA, alcoholism is . . .
585

What X [says / states / writes / claims / asserts / argues
/ suggests / shows] may [be true / have merit / make
sense / be a good point]: Perhaps Lincoln did suffer . . .

certainty

Responding
578

You can state that you don’t entirely understand:
But I do not quite understand . . . / I find it difficult to see
how . . . / It is not clear to me that . . .

579

uncertainty
586

You can state that there are unsettled issues:

You can respond more bluntly by claiming the
acknowledged position is irrelevant or unreliable:

586

But as insightful as that point may be, it [ignores / is
irrelevant to / does not bear on / was formulated for
other situations than] the issue at hand.
But the evidence is [unreliable / shaky / thin / not the
best available].
But the argument is [untenable / wrong / weak /
confused / simplistic].
But that view [overlooks / ignores / misses] key
factors...

We have proved / established / shown / argued that X
causes Y.
Evidence indicates / suggests / implies that Y correlates
with X.

But there are other issues... / There remains the problem of...
579

X causes Y
X is a cause of Y
X contributes to Y
X leads to Y
X correlates with Y
X is implicated in Y
X is a factor in Y
X is linked to Y
X is associated with Y

And you can make those statements more or less
certain with may / might / could be / seems / appears:
Some evidence appears to indicate that Y may correlate
with X.

586

• knowledge: know(ingly), recognize, realize, aware,
foresee
• intention: intend, intentional(ly), deliberate(ly),
purpose(fully), in order to, so that
• responsibility: responsible(ity), answerable, should
have, could have

But that position is based on [unreliable / faulty / weak
/ confused] [reasoning / thinking / evidence].
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Be aware of the ambiguity of why and because: Both fail
to make the crucial difference between What caused X
to. . . , a question that encourages you to focus on
external circumstances, and What reasons did X have for.
. . , a question that encourages you to focus on
intentions. Compare:

599

Attempts at explanations for increases in voter
participation in recent elections came from several
candidates. A general cynicism about honesty in
government was a common claim of some conservative
politicians. But the public’s greater interest in their
private affairs than in national public affairs is also a
possible reason for the drop in voting.

What reasons did Oswald have for shooting President
Kennedy?
What caused Oswald to shoot President Kennedy?

Revise

Step 5— Revising
593

1. Start by identifying important characters. In the
above passage, they are voters, candidates, and
conservative politicians.
2. Identify their actions. Voters participate (less), are
cynical, and are not interested; candidates attempt and
explain; conservative politicians claim.
3. Revise so that most clauses (not necessarily all) begin
with important characters as subjects and are
followed by key actions in verbs.

Flannery O’Connor’s Attitudes toward Race
Flannery O’Connor’s Critique of Our Modern Spiritual
Crisis: Racial Suffering as Spiritual Redemption

594

civil diffidence that communicates a critical thinker’s
cautious confidence:
I have tested this claim in all the ways I know, but of
course we never know what new evidence might turn
up.

595

Several candidates tried to explain why fewer people
voted in recent elections. Some conservative politicians
claimed that voters were generally cynical about
honesty in government. But perhaps so few voted
because they were more interested in their private
affairs than in national public affairs.

Watch for sentences that overstate the scope of your
claim by suggesting that something is certainly true
always and for everyone:
• Probability: If you find certainly, absolutely, without
question, etc., consider writing probably, normally,
likely, tend to, inclined to, etc. If you find impossible,
inconceivable, etc., consider writing unlikely,
improbable, etc.
• Frequency: If you find always, every time, without fail,
etc., consider writing usually, frequently, predictably,
habitually, almost always, etc. If you find never, not
once, etc., consider writing seldom, rarely, infrequently,
almost never, etc.

600

Despite their role in creating a sense of loyalty among
students and alumni and generating financial resources
that support minor sports, on balance major
intercollegiate sports damage the aims of higher
education.
600

Major intercollegiate sports may create a sense of
loyalty among students and alumni and generate
financial resources that support minor sports, but on
balance they damage the aims of higher education.

• Quantity: If you find all, every, each, etc., consider

writing many, most, some, a majority, almost all, etc. If
you find none, not one, etc., consider writing few,
hardly any, etc.
595

Make the phrase a subordinate clause. Move it after
the main clause, if it communicates new information. If
it is old information, try to shorten it.

“Readers distrust writers who are certain.”
“All readers always distrust all writers who are certain.”

596

On balance, major intercollegiate sports damage the
aims of higher education, even though they create a
sense of loyalty among students and alumni and
generate financial resources that support minor sports.

“Some readers are occasionally somewhat inclined to
distrust writers who are certain.”
“Readers are likely to distrust. . . ”
“Readers often distrust. . . ”
“Many readers distrust . . .”

Although major intercollegiate sports create loyalty and
generate financial resources, on balance they damage
the aims of higher education.

596

Level of proof

box

Unless you have the strongest possible evidence, avoid
phrases like X proves Y, X settles the question, Y is beyond
question, without a doubt, etc. If you find X demonstrates,
establishes, or shows Y, consider writing X suggests, points
to, argues for, leads us to believe, indicates, etc.
Crescendo Publishing House Inc.
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Athletes who receive special academic consideration
because their time is taken up with training and
competition are not necessarily academically illprepared for the rigors of a high-quality education.
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Turn the subject into an introductory subordinate
clause. Make the simple subject its whole subject, if
you can:

603

Here is a last very useful and important principle of
careful editing that you can always rely on: Draw a line
through every single adjective[s] that appear directly
before a noun and through all adverbs, regardless of
exactly where they appear. Then for each,
systematically ask whether you really and truly need it.
You will probably keep some, but you can certainly get
rid of a great many. To be really vivid and concise,
write deliberately not in weak and wordy descriptive
adjectives and adverbs, but in specific nouns and verbs.

Although athletes might receive special academic
consideration because their time is taken up with
training and competition, they are not necessarily
academically ill-prepared for the rigors of a highquality education.
Or turn the subject into its own main clause:
Some athletes may receive special academic
consideration because their time is taken up with
training and competition, but they are not necessarily
academically ill-prepared for the rigors of a highquality education.

604

Major intercollegiate sports should be abolished,
because they undermine the intellectual integrity that
higher education is supposed to support by lowering
standards for athletes. That kind of erosion will
inevitably lead to . . .

Thinking about politicians, Americans cannot help but
be cynical about the future of argument as a tool of
democracy.
Politicians make most Americans cynical about the
future of argument as a tool of democracy.

601

Major intercollegiate sports, because they undermine
the intellectual integrity that higher education is
supposed to support by lowering standards for athletes,
should be abolished. That kind of erosion will
inevitably lead to . . .

A Final Point on Concision

605

You can switch between active and passive verbs,
which is the simplest way:
I recorded the observations. ↔ The observations were
recorded.
You can find verbs that let you move into the subject
the character you want readers to focus on:
I bought a car from you. ↔ You sold a car to me.
You can displace a feeling onto what makes you feel
that way:

602

Some astonishing questions about the nature of the
universe have been raised by scientists investigating
black holes in space. The collapse of a dead star into a
point perhaps no larger than a marble creates
verb a
black hole. So much matter compressed into so little
space changes the fabric of space around it in surprising
ways.
Some astonishing questions about the nature of the
universe have been raised by scientists investigating
black holes in space. A black hole is created
verb
by the collapse of a dead star into a point perhaps no
larger than a marble. So much matter compressed into
so little space changes the fabric of space around it in
surprising ways.
• The subject of the active verb is long and abstract:
The collapse of a dead star into a point perhaps no larger
than a marble. But the subject of the passive verb is
short, simple, and easily grasped: A black hole.

I had a hard time solving that problem. ↔ That
problem is difficult.
You can move the means or instrumentality of an
action into a subject:
You can’t buy happiness with money ↔ Money can’t
buy happiness.
You can reify abstractions by making them subjects of
verbs you usually use with flesh-and-blood
characters:
Love conquers all.
You can create metaphoric scenarios:
Racism contaminates the thinking of many people.

Step 6— Collaborative Working

• The passive verb puts into the subject something we
just read in the previous sentence:
. . . exploring black holes in space. A black hole is
created by . . .
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Avoiding Inadvertent Plagiarism
Through Proper Citations
644

1a
646

1b

1d

2a

Because technology begets more technology, the
importance of an invention’s diffusion potentially
exceeds the importance of the original invention.
Technology’s history exemplifies what is termed an
autocatalytic process: that is, one that speeds up at a
rate that increases with time, because the process
catalyzes itself (Diamond 1998, 301).
If you paraphrase rather than reproduce the exact
words of a source, you do not need quotation marks or
a block quote. But you also must not paraphrase so
closely that you seem to follow a source word for word.
If you paraphrase, avoid language so similar to the
source that your words correspond to its words, For
instance, this plagiarizes what you just read.
Williams and Colomb suggest that to keep from
plagiarizing, digest the meaning of a passage,
summarize it in your own words, then compare the
sequence of ideas in your summary with the source
(164).
The drama is the most social of literary forms, since it
stands in so direct a relationship to its audience.

2b

The theater is a very social genre because it relates so
directly with its audience.

2c

As Levin claims, we experience the theater as the most
social form of literature because it takes place in front of
us.

1a

To ensure our safety, we should be free to carry
concealed guns
because we need the right to carry
one to protect ourselves.

1b

We need the right to carry a weapon to protect
ourselves
because we should be free to carry
concealed guns to ensure our safety.

2a

Only when criminals worry about their own safety
will we be able to stop worrying about our own.

2b

Only when we are able to stop worrying about our own
safety
will criminals worry about theirs.

3. “You’re assuming a fact that we haven’t settled!”
We should reject the mere opinion implied
known liar like Smith.

4. “But you can’t use the lack of evidence to prove an
affirmative claim!”
People who say they have been kidnapped by aliens
from outer space should be taken seriously,
because
no one has proved their stories are false.
5. “You can’t prove something by claiming that the
consequences of not accepting it are intolerable!”
The Constitution protects our right to privacy,
because if it did not, then states could regulate our most
intimate behavior, including our sexual lives.
That
would be intolerable.
6. “But what you say now contradicts what you said before!”
Students should evaluate teachers every semester,
because only then will they know whether they are
helping students achieve their goals.

Fallacies
1. “But what you said doesn’t follow!”

7. “If you take this one step you will go all the way!”

Cyberspace will eventually make government
irrelevant main
by making all data instantly
available.
Once we can be in instant contact with
everyone else,
artificial national borders will
wither away
and government will have
nothing to do.
2. “You’re arguing in a circle and begging the question!”
To ensure our safety, we should be free to carry
concealed guns
because we should have the right to
carry a weapon to protect ourselves.
When
criminals know that we might have a gun and would
use it,
they’ll realize that we are ready to defend
ourselves.
Only when criminals worry about their
own safety
will we be able to stop worrying about
our own.
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We can’t legalize marijuana for medical purposes
because if physicians prescribe it for dying patients,
they’ll prescribe it for people only in pain, then for
people who just claim to be in pain.
660

You want students to evaluate their teachers? I suppose
you also want the criminally insane to evaluate their
psychologists or criminals to evaluate their judges or
children to evaluate their parents.

8. “You offer a false choice between only two alternatives.
There are more!”
It’s time to end the debate between “whole word”
reading and phonics. The failure of “whole word”
pedagogy
demands that we return to the timetested
phonics method.
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9. “That’s just a metaphor! You can’t act as though it’s literally
true.”
Sick ideas such as gay marriage can infect those too
weak to resist them
so we must isolate people who
would spread their sick ideas.
10. “You’re just appealing to the crowd! Why should we go
along with everyone else?”
When parents pay for the education of their children,
they have the right to decide what should be
taught.
Most people think intelligent design should
be taught alongside evolution,
so that’s what school
systems should teach.
The city council must reject the plan to build a new
stadium,
because the people don’t want to pay for
it.
This is a democracy.
The city council must reject the plan to build a new
stadium,
because the people don’t want to pay for
it.
In matters of public spending, the people and not
the Chamber of Commerce decides.
This is a
democracy.
When most people believe / decide X, we should
accept X.
11. “We don’t have to accept your claim just because X says
so!”
According to Senator Wise, the predicted rise in
atmospheric carbon dioxide will help plant growth,
because plants take in carbon dioxide and give off
oxygen.
He was born on a farm,
and he
knows plants.
So we ought not fear
greenhouse gases.
According to Dr. Studious, we would be prudent to
stockpile medication in anticipation of a new outbreak
of bird flu.
As Director of Epidemiology at the
National Institutes of Health, he was responsible for
our being ready for the epidemic of 1987.
In
his research on that and twenty other epidemics,
he found that the lag between the first cases and
an epidemic is about two months.
Now that the first
cases have begun to appear, we know that we have
about two months to prepare.
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12. “You are just engaging in mud-slinging! Unfair personal
attacks have nothing to do with the issues.”
Senator Boomer avoided the draft during the Vietnam
War,
so he is disqualified from judging the use of
military power in Iraq.
No one who shirks his duty
can say anything about the service he scorned.
Professor Hack claims that crime drops when citizens
carry concealed weapons. But his research is funded by
gun manufacturers,
and he serves on a committee
for the National Rifle Association.
He might be
right, but we should look at his research skeptically.
. . . We should look at his research skeptically.
That
doesn’t mean his research is necessarily
biased,
but the source of his support gives us
reason to look at his methodology carefully.
Even
a cautious researcher can be influenced by the interests
of those who support his or her work.
13. “Don’t give me that sob story. You’re just appealing to my
pity!”
Teachers here at State U. are so anxious over rumors
about eliminating departments
that adding a new
teaching evaluation form will make them insecure and
fearful.
States have released people from institutions for the
mentally ill, pushing them onto the streets, where they
are homeless and helpless. It’s inhuman
to abandon
those who cannot care for themselves.
. . . care for themselves.
We must never put politics
and economics above basic human dignity.
That’s
not being a bleeding-heart.
If we knowingly
refuse to help the helpless,
we become a morally
callous people who will lose all sensitivity to
injustice.
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